
 

 

Mavesyn Ridware Parish Council 

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting on 21.7.22 at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Cllr Jones, Cllr Birchall, Cllr Cox, Cllr Moore, Cllr Lowries, Cllr Stockdale, Cllr Vernon and 6        

parishioners. 

Introduction: 

The Chairman reported that he had received by email the resignation of the Clerk. He had 

acknowledged this by email and was expecting to receive written confirmation in due course. 

Following the resignation of the Clerk, the Chair proposed that Cllr Stockdale become the interim 

proper officer for the purposes of this meeting. All agreed. 

Public participation: 

Parishioner 1 suggested that the Council contact LDC to register concern about the difficulties some 

elderly parishioners have in lifting the blue bags now issued for the collection of paper and card. She 

also asked the Council to investigate why this parish hasn’t been issued with pink bins (designated for 

rural parishes) as Armitage has. 

The Chair responded: 
The matter will be progressed. 

Parishioner 2 expressed disappointment that the meeting of the VH/PC Working Party on 13th July 

had been unexpectedly cancelled. He noted that currently there is no proposal on the table, as there 

has been no input from the PC and no update scheduled on this Agenda. 

The Chair responded: 
There have been some technical issues regarding the Agenda. He reported that all documents are 
circulated to all Councillors and that an Extraordinary meeting will be arranged to address this 
matter. He hopes that matters will be dealt with more smoothly in the future. 
 
He also reported that he had been in contact with the PCSO and had received a letter of apology 

from a person caught on CCTV vandalising the play area. He expects a letter from a second person 

shortly and is being kept informed by the PCSO. 

22/181 To receive apologies. CCllr R Cox, Ward Cllr S Barnett. Received and accepted. 

22/182 To receive declarations of interest: None received. 

22/183 To consider requests for dispensation: None requested. 

22/184 To consider the Minutes of the Ordinary meeting on 16.6.22: 
There was a request by Cllr Cox for an amendment on 22/166 (Letter 2); the comment on the PC’s 
inability to take any action on this matter should be replaced with a statement that the trees in 
question are not on land owned by the PC. 
There was a request by Cllr Vernon for clarification on 22/169 re. ‘CIL funding for 22/23’ and 
commented that the recorded date was incorrect. The Chair will check and report back to the 
Council. 
With these amendments, Proposed: Cllr Vernon. Seconded: Cllr Lowries. All agreed. 

22/185 Clerk’s report: noted. 



 

 

22/186 To receive an update from the Ward Councillor: not present. 

22/187 To receive an update from the County Councillor: not present. 

22/188 To consider matters re. PC and VH giving joint instructions to a solicitor: 
The Chair suggested that this item be deferred to the next meeting. 

Proposed Cllr Lowries, seconded Cllr Birchall. All agreed. 

22/189 To consider the protocol for playground inspections: 
The Chair suggested that the protocol for reporting outcomes of inspections outlined in the Clerk’s 
report is accepted. 
Cllr Moore reported that she had explored protocols used by other playgrounds, and that they were 
clear, simple and supported any negligence claims made. She is compiling a playground protocol 
document with additions and recommendations as agreed. Cllr Vernon suggested a record of 
inspections be kept centrally, and monthly and annual reports should be circulated to the Caretaker, 
the VH Chairman and all Councillors. The Chair noted that all reports were securely stored on 
OneDrive. Cllr Moore requested paper copies also. Cllr Birchall commented on the proper legal 
processes. The Chair requested that all matters pertaining to the playground should go to him 
pending the appointment of a new Clerk. 
Proposed: Cllr Vernon. Seconded Cllr Lowries. All agreed. 

22/190 and 22/191: To develop a Communications strategy and Working with the Community: 

these items were blended as they dealt with largely the same issues. 

Cllr Birchall commented that currently the PC’s communications with parishioners are cumbersome. 
Cllr Lowries added that all communications should be addressed to the Clerk. Cllr Moore noted the 
apparent delay in responding to parishioners’ requests if they are raised during Public Participation. 
Cllr Cox noted that the PC needs to be more responsive and proactive, adding that the recent 
Community Meeting was very helpful in re-establishing positive communication with parishioners. 
Cllr Birchall suggested that the PC Newsletter should be revisited and matters relating to the 
Neighbourhood Plan be included. Cllr Lowries emphasised the need to maintain contact with all 
groups in the parish. 

It was proposed that Cllr Cox lead on these issues and that he and Cllr Lowries form a Working Party 

to address the matter. All agreed. 

22/192 To consider the state of Church Lane: 
Cllr Cox noted that this matter was raised with SCC Highways but there is not a lot that the PC can do. 
Cllr Birchall commented on damage to verges caused by very large farm machinery and requested 
that the PC contact local landowners. 
Action: All Councillors to assist in identifying local landowner and report to Chair. 

22/193 To note correspondence with HS2 via Liz Davis. 
Cllr Vernon commented on the kissing gate purchased last year and still stored by Cllr Lowries; due to 
Covid there has been no progress and no action by SCC. Cllr Lowries gave an overview of the history 
of the matter and noted that, as there has been no action from Mr G Batey at SCC, the PC either 
waits for a further year or takes action to facilitate installation. The suggestion has been made that it 
is installed by Mr A Froggatt on his land, to facilitate wheelchair access to the lake down Church 
Lane. 
Action: Cllr Stockdale to contact Mr A Froggatt to discuss. 

The Chair suspended Standing Orders to allow a comment from a parishioner: 

Mr Higgins noted that the public may not have the right to stray from the footpath onto farmers’ 

land. 



 

 

The Chair reinstated Standing Orders. 

22/194: To consider the Clerk’s visits to community groups: addressed in the Clerk’s report. 

22/195 To consider two requests for 137 grant funding: 

a. Ridware Bowling Club: application received for £250 for fertiliser for bowling green 

maintenance. Cllr Vernon noted that, if the grant was made from CIL funds rather than from 

137 funds and the PC paid the invoice on behalf of the Bowls Club, the PC could reclaim VAT 

and so obtain better VFM. This initial grant could develop into annual precepted support for 

the Club and quoted from the regulations on CIL funding. He added that CIL funds currently 

held by the PC need to be spent by 2025. Cllr Cox commented that more detail on the 

application form was needed. Cllr Lowries noted that the PC already has the power to 

support recreational facilities in the parish. Cllr Birchall suggested that a vote on the current 

application is taken at this meeting and the PC should explore other mechanisms, ie CIL 

funding, going forward. 

Proposed Cllr Moore, seconded Cllr Birchall. All agreed. 

 

b. Hill Ridware Youth Club: application received for £300 for a Paediatric First Aid course. Cllr 

Vernon offered to contact West Midlands Ambulance Service to enquire whether they could 

offer any support. Cllr Moore commented that if the grant was made and subsequently it 

was found that a free course could be accessed, she has until 30.9.22 to cancel with the 

current provider. 

Proposed: Cllr Jones, seconded Cllr Lowries. All agreed. 

22/196 To consider a request for replacement trees: 
Cllr Moore noted that she had contacted SCYVS to enquire whether they could supply replacements 

for trees felled recently; however, Cllr Cox indicated that it would be advisable to approach SCC 

Highways to replace like for like trees and provide the permits to dig. Cllr Cox commented on a 

possible Parish Tree Survey, indicating that would be a huge undertaking in our rural parish, with no 

clear intent. 

22/197 To consider quotations for: 
a. Internal auditor: a like for like service is required. Chair to action. 

b. Weed suppressant trench: Cllr Stockdale to contact SchoolScapes 

Cllr Cox to contact Lauren Lymer at LDC. 

22/198: To consider insurance for volunteer activities: the PC cannot obtain such insurance. 

22/199 To consider matters re. the defibrillator on the wall of the VH: 
Cllr Vernon outlined the history of its installation, noting a conversation with VH Trustees to ascertain 

their agreement. He will also contact West Midlands Ambulance Service re. replacement batteries 

and pads for the defibrillator and for maintenance of the Bleed Kit. 

22/200 To consider contacting HS2 re. a possible footway from Armitage, via Common Corner to 
Hill Ridware: 
Cllr Lowries outlined the context in this matter: a significant number of households in the parish have 

no personal transport, there is no footway or street lighting, no bus service to Armitage for 

parishioners to access commercial and public services. Cllr Moore suggested a Taxi fund (c £20,000) 



 

 

or a request that HS2 supports an extension of a bus service into Hill Ridware. Cllr Lowries 

commented that current works on Woodend Lane will funnel traffic along the B5014, and there is 

nothing in HS2 documentation which records what its impact on the village of Hill Ridware will be. 

Cllr Cox noted that land acquisition for footways will be a very long process. 

The Chair suspended Standing Orders to allow comment from a parishioner: 
Dr N Shepperson commented in detail on the likely volumes of traffic from the Old High Bridge to 
Common Lane and then to the haul road. 
The Chair reinstated Standing Orders. 

Action: Cllr Lowries and Dr Shepperson to raise the matter with HS2. 

22/201 To consider funding in support of the Mavesyn Messenger and the Church burial ground as 
agreed 
Action:  Chair to action. 

22/202 To consider a grant application in support of the Neighbourhood Plan: 
Cllr Cox outlined the formulation of a grant application currently in development: £8k for technical 
assistance, including £7700 for printing etc, hire of VH for meetings etc. 
Proposed Cllr Vernon, seconded Cllr Jones. All agreed. 

22/203: To consider an update on the Neighbourhood Plan: see above. 

22/204 To consider an update from the PC rep on the VH Committee: 
Cllr Moore reported on the updating of policies, the diverse range of current users and the purchase 

of a facility for cashless payments. She noted an upcoming event on 9.9.22, a Hoe Down. 

22/205 To consider updates on Councillor projects: 
a. Cllr Lowries reported no progress re. sewage issues but staying on the case. 
b. Cllr Vernon/Cllr Birchall reported no progress to date on Church land issue but hoped for 

a positive update in September. 
c. Cllr Cox reported some progress on the Jubilee bench project, and that the PC may 

receive a permit soon. 
 
22/206 To consider Financial Statement 8: noted. 
The Chair noted that he will take on management of financial matters pending the appointment of a 

new Clerk. 

22/207 To consider the payments as detailed. 
A Councillor noted the significant increase in the Clerk’s mileage claim. Councillors commented that 
the current allowance is 45p per mile. 
Agreement proposed by Cllr Cox, seconded Cllr Vernon. Agreed with one abstention. 

Additionally, the Chair requested all communications should be via him, and indicated that he will 

divert the Clerk’s emails to his inbox. 

Date of next meetings: 

 Extraordinary meeting   18th August 2022 at 7.30pm in the VH. 

 Ordinary meeting            15.9.22 at 7.30 in the VH. 

 

Meeting closed: 9.08pm. 



 

 

 

 

 


