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MAVESYN RIDWARE PARISH COUNCIL 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

THURSDAY 17th FEBRUARY 2022 AT 7.30 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Present: Cllr Jones (Chair), Cllr Birchall, Cllr N. Cox, Cllr Lowries, Cllr Moore, Cllr 

Stockdale and Cllr Vernon 

Three members of the pubic were present 

There was a presentation by Severn-Trent Water. The representatives of 

Severn-Trent spelled out what they were going to do about the flooding and 

sewerage problems in Hill Ridware mainly to be found at Sandford Lane and 

Sandon Close.  They spoke about the location of this project, a possible 

solution and what will happen when the Works are complete. The earliest time 

that Works will commence is January 2023. 

Public Participation: Members of the public and Councillors put questions to 

the three people representing Severn-Trent Water 

22/32  To receive apologies:  apologies were received from Ward Councillor 

Cllr Barnett and County Councillor Cllr R. Cox 

22/33  To receive Declarations of Interest: Declarations of Interest were 

received from Cllr Stockdale and Cllr Vernon concerning item 22/40 

22/34  To consider requests for Dispensations under the Localism Act 2011: 

Cllr Stockdale requested a Dispensation in order to talk about the allotments. 

This was granted  

22/35  To consider and agree the minutes of the ordinary council meeting  on 

20.1.22: It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes. PROPOSED by Cllr Jones. 

SECONDED by Cllr N. Cox 

22/36   To note the Clerk’s report: the Clerk’s report was noted as the council 

went through the agenda 

22/37   To consider an update by the Ward Councillor: No Ward Councillor 

22/38  To consider an update by the County Councillor: No County Councillor 

22/39  To consider an item of correspondence received from a resident: 

which spoke about the lack of bus service in HR. The only way to get to a bus 
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stop is to walk to the next village. The resident also mentioned that SCC is 

responsible for public transport but does not seem to have funds to increase 

the service even though there is a push towards people using public transport. 

She mentioned that it was very dangerous to walk on the road between HR 

and Handsacre. There is no pavement between the two villages.  

MRPC responded as follows: 

• The quickest way to walk to a bus stop is by using the public right of way 

to Armitage.  

• At the moment some of the grass verges along the road to Handsacre 

are not broad enough to install a pavement 

• If the County Council installed a pavement on the verges which are 

broad enough, sometimes the pavement would be on the left and 

sometimes it would be on the right as there is no obvious stretch of 

verge on which to install one single pavement. 

• Cllr N. Cox will see if anything can be done about this problem as part of 

the Neighbourhood Plan for Mavesyn Parish  

• The Clerk to communicate all of the above to the resident. 

22/40  To consider a request concerning the allotments: The Clerk explained 

that a full plot was coming vacant, officially, at the end of March and she had 

received a request from a couple who have a half plot at the moment, to move 

onto the full plot. No-one objected to this, particularly since there is no waiting 

list. Meanwhile another couple has said that they would like the half plot. 

Similarly there were no objections. The Clerk said that no paperwork will go 

out to reflect these changes until the end of March since the tenant of the full 

plot has paid his rent up until the end of March.  

22/41  To discuss likely dates for the Annual Meeting of the Parish and the 

format of that meeting: the 11th and the 18th May were mentioned and the 

Clerk is to confirm if the hall is free on those evenings. It was considered a 

good idea if the council set up the room in a cafe-style configuration and 

offered refreshments. The Clerk to invite representatives from the various 

village organisations to attend and speak on behalf of their groups.  

22/42  To consider insurance issues concerning the village hall and the parish 

council: The Clerk made the point that there had been concerns recently that 

the playground was only insured for certain age groups and that if the village 

hall and the parish council both took out insurance for the same assets, that 



 

3 
 

there would be a double indemnity and the one insurance would clash with the 

other and, in the end, neither party would be insured. Having been in touch 

with MRPC’s insurers, the Clerk was able to discount both fears.  Clerk to send 

everyone a resume of exactly what our insurance covered. 

22/43  To consider ratifying the earmarked reserves going through to  

2022/23 and to consider if more earmarked reserves are needed: It was 

RESOLVED ratify our current earmarked reserves and to take them through to 

2022/23: 

£4,000 for elections 

£6,000 for the playground 

£2,314 for the second tranche of payments for the parish boundary signs. 

PROPOSED by Cllr Stockdale. SECONDED by Cllr Vernon There was also a 

recognition that there was a sum of £8,474 of left-over CiL monies which will 

go through to 2022/23 

It was considered that there was no point earmarking additional reserves as 

there was not enough money left over from this year’s precept, to do so.  

22/44  To give reactions to the talk by the Internal Auditor to MRPC on 

12.1.21 and to consider if any practices need to be changed or brought in: 

Councillors gave their reactions. The Clerk had included in everyone’s packs, 

how MRPC now reflects the changes that the Internal Auditor wanted to see. 

N.B. Clerk to change “must” to “may” on the Section 137 policy and 

Application Form and include the information that where an applicant cannot 

supply financial information, the council will consider awarding the donation in 

the form of goods or services.  

22/45  To consider the Wicksteed Leisure playground inspection report: the 

report is 26 pages long but there was a summary which Cllrs had in their packs. 

This showed that the overall score is “low risk”. The Clerk to meet the 

caretaker and go through the full report. This meeting has now taken place. 

22/46  To consider whether, if an offer of land to extend the current burial 

ground were to be made, MRPC would be prepared to consider taking it on: 

One Councillor explained the situation and what the parish council would have 

to achieve if it were to take out a loan with the Public Works Loan Board 

(PWLB)– all the surveys would have to have been successfully carried out, 

planning permission would have to be in place and residents would have to 
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have been consulted. It was decided that Councillors would be much more 

confident in taking on the land if it was found that there is a desire, amongst 

residents of Mavesyn Ridware, to increase the amount of burial space which is 

currently available. It was thought that this can be achieved through the 

Neighbourhood Plan and if it emerged that a new burial ground was popular, 

the council would then go ahead and do all of the paperwork necessary, to 

obtain a loan from the PWLB who possesses official poll documents which 

would be distributed to residents in order to ascertain: 

• Do they want extra burial space? 

• If so, how much are they prepared to pay for this?  

N.B. The precept would then be top-loaded by the agreed amount 

It was RESOLVED that MRPC will consider taking on this extra land if it was 

offered to them. PROPOSED by Cllr Lowries. SECONDED by Cllr N Cox 

 22/47 To consider what the parish council should do about the BKV’s request 

for funds for 2022/23 and the W.I.’s request for help with a project: 

The BKV’s request for funds: The Clerk explained that there were three 

methods that could be considered. Firstly they could ask another organisation 

that has a bank account to apply on their behalf. Secondly, the parish council 

could purchase a garden-centre gift card for the agreed amount. This card 

could then be used in any garden centre in England. It is called a Horticultural 

Trade Association card. The Clerk would buy it on behalf of the council (and 

then get re-imbursed) upon receipt of a signed grant application form from the 

BKV. Thirdly, the BKV could open a dedicated bank account. Whatever 

happens, a Section 137 Small Grant Application must be submitted 

In terms of the WI’s plans to establish a small garden and bench on a small 

patch of land, it emerged that this piece of land belongs to Highways and that 

planning permission or the equivalent is likely to be granted for a bench, even 

though it might need hard standing. The parish council would have to apply 

22/48 To consider fleshing out plans for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

including plans to light a beacon: There is a request from the WI that MRPC 

organises the lighting of a gas-fired beacon. Requirements in terms of 

equipment and the timing of the event were discussed. No firm conclusion was 

reached but the initial MRPC reaction was lukewarm 
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22/49 To discuss the way forward in terms of storing council documents 

electronically: The Chair explained that he has set up an online system in One 

Drive which both he and the Clerk can use to upload documents and which will 

be accessible by Councillors 

22/50  To consider taking the following resolution:  

“To adopt a statement of understanding and cooperation between the Parish 

Council as Custodian Trustees (Holding Trustees) and the Village Hall Trustees 

(Managing Trustees)”. 

The RESOLUTION was taken. PROPOSED by Cllr Jones. SECONDED by Cllr 

Lowries 

22/51  To consider an application for a Section 137 small grant: MRPC had 

already taken a resolution to support this grant. It is very much hoped that the 

Ridware Rascals will turn up to the parish council meeting on the 17th March to 

sign the application form and accept the donation 

22/52  To consider an update from the parish council representative on the 

village hall committee (Cllr Moore): this item was deferred 

22/53  To give preliminary reactions to the MRPC Risk Assessment ready for 

ratification during the March meeting: this item was deferred 

22/54  To give preliminary reactions to the MRPC Publication Scheme the 

Privacy notice and a sample Data Protection Policy : this item was deferred. 

22/55  Councillors’ updates on allocated projects: this item was deferred 

22/56  To consider Financial Statement 4 (this month’s bank reconciliation): 

because of a shortage of time, Cllrs were asked to go away and read this 

document and come back to the Clerk with any questions 

22/57  To consider authorising this month’s payments: There was a 

RESOLUTION to authorise the payments (please see below) PROPOSED by Cllr 

N Cox. SECONDED by Cllr Jones. 

22/58  To note the date of the next parish council meeting: Thursday 17.3.22 
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Payments: 

£61.10               web site expenses £90.00   three courses run by SPCA 
£18.25               Clerk’s expenses £45.25   hire of village hall 12 & 20 

Jan 
£623.40             February salaries x 
two 

£40.00    hire of school hall 16.12.21 

£30.00               1xcourse run by SPCA  

ACTION LIST 

Person 
Responsible 

Action 

Clerk Research as to where it is written down that parish councils 
must show village hall deeds (if appropriate) at the ann. mtg 

Clerk Fill in the Declarations of Interest book ready for signing 

Clerk Communicate council response to resident concerning 
transport and lack of pavement between villages 

Clerk Ascertain if the hall is free on the 11th and the 18th May and 
start a list of organisations in the village who will be invited 
to the Annual Meeting of the Parish with contact details 

Clerk Write up the results of a meeting between the caretaker 
and the Clerk concerning the full playground inspection 
report 

Clerk Compose a Data Protection Policy which answers all of the 
requirements of the MRPC Standing Orders, for Cllr 
approval 

Clerk Give Councillors details of the MRPC insurance policy 

 

 


