
MAVESYN RIDWARE PARISH COUNCIL 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

THURSDAY 20th JANUARY 2022 AT 7.30 p.m. 

The Village Hall 

MINUTES 

Present: Cllr Jones (Chair), Cllr N. Cox, Cllr Lowries, Cllr Moore, Cllr Stockdale and Cllr Vernon plus 

County Councillor Cllr R. Cox 

Public Participation: seven members of the public were in attendance and four people spoke: 

Resident 1 told us that the footpath at Manor Croft was now closed – at least, the gate is closed (but 

not locked) with a heavy bolt 

Resident 2 raised an issue concerning a previous parish council meeting where the resolution to 

approve the minutes was not taken when that item was under discussion. Instead of this, the council 

moved onto the next item and when it was realised that the resolution had not been taken, moved 

back.  

Resident 3: There was a request that MRPC should look into the possibility of the Best Kept Village 

Group erecting a bench, creating a garden and burying a time capsule on a patch of land on the 

Uttoxeter Road, by the sign to the church. This will be all part of the celebrations of the Queen’s 

Jubilee. Another member of the public raised concerns about Health and Safety because of the 

location of this patch of land. Cllr N. Cox to research this .  

Resident 4 reported the fact that there is a lot of mud on Church Lane at the Hill Ridware end. The 

Clerk to report this to Highways 

22/1  To receive apologies: Apologies were received from Ward Councillor Cllr Barnett  

22/2 To receive Declarations of Interest: Only one Declaration of Interest was received. This was 

from Cllr Stockdale concerning item 21.14: “To consider a possible land acquisition issue” 

22/3 To consider requests for Dispensations under the localism Act 2011: No requests were 

received 

22/4 To consider co-opting a local resident: a local resident gave a short talk about himself and 

was then unanimously co-opted by the council. David Birchall then signed the Declaration of 

Acceptance of Office and was given the Declaration of Interests form to fill in. 

22/5 To consider and agree the following minutes: 

1. From 18.12.21. It was RESOLVED to agree the minutes. PROPOSED by Cllr Vernon. 

SECONDED by Cllr Stockdale 

2. From 8.12.21. it was RESOLVED to agree the minutes. PROPOSED by Cllr Vernon. SECONDED 

by Cllr Stockdale.  



3. From 16.12.21. It was RESOLVED to agree the minutes once one change had been made. 

Under Public participation it should read “one member of the public was present. The 

change was made and the resolution was taken. PROPOSED by Cllr N. Cox. SECONDED by Cllr 

Vernon  

22/6 To note the Clerk’s report: The Clerk’s report was noted following the order of the agenda  

22/7 To consider an update by a Ward Councillor: Cllr Barnett was absent but she did send the 

council a report on progress at Bank Farm. She communicated that the owner had just received 

planning permission to erect two agricultural buildings. County Councillor Cllr R. Cox added that 

there are still a large number of conformity issues 

22/8  To consider an update by a County Councillor:  Cllr R. Cox has a pot of money to give out. 

Each application for funds should be for between £250 and £500. The closing date is the end of 

February. Cllr Cox asked if the Clerk could send him the report reference number for the problem of 

the excess of mud on Church Lane. He also talked about gullies. Staffordshire County Council 

(SCC)has acknowledged that something has to be done about the number of blocked gullies. There is 

a pecking order concerning gullies. There is an emptying schedule of between 1 and 3 years 

depending on where the gullies are. The system which SCC is using has been deemed not fit for 

purpose. Potholes are being dealt with as quickly as possible. The size of modern farm vehicles is a 

problem. Ditches are full. He also spoke about HS2. It is considered that they need to improve their 

communication skills. 

22/9 To consider the establishment of a steering group for the Neighbourhood Plan (NP), the 

publication of the questionnaire responses and the submission of an application for a 

Neighbourhood Development Plan  grant: The parish council has already made a decision to 

progress the NP and this initiative needs to be taken forward now, by parishioners. Funds are 

available so the next logical step is to put in a bid. 

22/10 To consider if MRPC would like to get at least two quotes for the grass cutting for 2022/23 

and exactly what tasks are going to be carried out: The Clerk was advised to get three quotes. There 

was a suggestion that the pc/vh working group has this as an agenda item as well. The Clerk to 

circulate the current job specification. She has asked that responses to the specification are given to 

her by the end of January. That is also the deadline to tell her what other contractors should be 

considered.  

22/11 To consider changing the order of future parish council meetings: Cllr Moore led on this 

and she suggested that items received under “Correspondence” should be moved further up the 

agenda and that items that are not so much in the public interest should be moved towards the end. 

22/12 To consider ratifying the MRPC Precept Demand and to ensure that all the accompanying 

paperwork can be filled in by 22.1.22: The Precept Demand will be for £26,000 (£23,415 in 

2021/22), which represents an increase of £2.53 pence per Band D household per year or a 

5.4% overall increase. The Chairman signed the accompanying paperwork at the meeting. 



22/13 To consider a GDPR (Data Protection) issue: The Clerk mentioned that she had 

noticed that Councillors’ personal signatures were on their Declaration of Interests forms 

which are on the web site. The Chair said that he had already redacted the signatures. 

22/14 To consider a possible land acquisition issue: there was a debate as to whether this 

item should be moved to “Confidential”. It was RESOLVED to keep it on the main agenda. 

PROPOSED by Cllr Vernon. SECONDED by Cllr Lowries. Cllr Vernon explained the background 

to this issue. It concerns a patch of land that five landowners purchased in order to increase 

the amount of space for burials at St. Nicholas’ Church. There is a possibility that this land 

may be offered to the parish council and so the council has to decide whether it would 

accept the gift. It was decided to defer this item to the February meeting. The Chair invited 

Councillors to forward questions concerning this issue, to Cllr Vernon meanwhile. 

22/15 To consider how to react to the Best Kept Village Group’s (BKV) request for funds 

from the parish council: The Clerk explained the current difficulties of a parish council not 

being able to place funds into the personal bank account of the applicant and everyone 

started to think about creative ways in which this problem could be solved. One Councillor 

had produced a paper on this and this was circulated. One idea was that the parish council 

could give the money requested in the form of garden centre vouchers and the Clerk has 

been asked to do more research on this. Other ideas were explored. For example the parish 

council could possibly sponsor the BKV to enter the BKV Competition and could fund all 

associated costs. No solution was possible on this occasion and so the Clerk is placing this as 

an agenda item for February’s meeting. Standing Orders were suspended at 8.46 p.m., 8.49 

p.m. and 8.59 p.m. in order to allow members of the public to speak on this issue. Each 

suspension was for less than a minute. As soon as the member of the public had spoken, 

Standing Orders were re-instated.  

22/16 To consider ratifying the MRPC Financial Regulations:  These regulations had been 

discussed at a previous meeting and changes had been recommended. All of these changes 

have now been enacted and so it was RESOLVED to ratify the Financial Regulations. 

PROPOSED by Cllr N. Cox. SECONDED by Cllr Lowries 

22/17 To consider the two outstanding issues to do with MRPC’s Standing Orders, prior 

to their ratification:  The Clerk drew attention to the two outstanding issues and the exact 

wording which should be in the MRPC Standing Orders was decided upon. The new sections 

should now read: (The changes are shown in bold) 

If the chairman of a committee (or a sub-committee), does not or refuses to call an 

extraordinary meeting within 7 days of having been requested to do so by 2 members of the 

committee (or the sub-committee), any 2  members of the committee (and the sub-

committee)  may convene an extraordinary meeting of a committee (and a sub-committee) 

 

A decision as to whether to grant a dispensation shall be made by a meeting of the council, or 



committee or sub-committee for which the dispensation is required and that decision is final. 

The Clerk is also going to add a requirement of MRPC minutes and that is that whenever 

Standing Orders are suspended, that must be recorded, including the time of the suspension. 

 

22/18 To consider all the arrangements that need to be made concerning “The Big lunch” / “The 

Queens’ Jubilee” event: Cllr Moore gave a report on this 

22/19 To consider a report as to whether the recent Appraisal process that was carried out, was 

satisfactory and to consider if any objectives for the parish council can be agreed: It was reported 

that the Clerk has now completed her probationary period. Her overall score was “good”. The Chair 

took the opportunity to explain who is on the Employment Committee and what their roles are.  

22/20  Councillor Lowries to report on progress on the Hill Ridware pumping station project: Many 

engineers have come and gone during this project but there is now one who would like to speak to 

the parish council at the beginning of the council’s next meeting which is on 17.2.22. Clerk to 

organise.    

22/21 To look at possible complaints Procedures that MRPC could adopt: The Clerk explained that 

she had found a policy on the MRPC Lap-top and it seems to be the standard one that councils 

adopt. It was RESOLVED to adopt this policy. PROPOSED by Cllr N. Cox. SECONDED by Cllr Moore 

22/22 To look at possible Vexatious Complainant Policies that MRPC could adopt: (This refers to 

members of the public who are vexatious). The Clerk had sent Councillors a Vexatious Complainant 

Policy that had been adopted by Peterlee Town Council. It was considered to be too heavy-handed 

and not appropriate for a small village like Hill Ridware. It was decided to reduce the content and re-

draft the Peterlee policy or to look at other policies. Cllr Moore had found some policies and will 

forward these to the  Clerk for consideration. 

22/23 To consider the minutes from the vh/pc working group’s latest meeting:  the minutes which 

have now been approved have produced some action points especially considering looking at the 

insurance of the playground and the two organisations’ asset registers. There is draft Memorandum 

of Understanding which there is not time to look at during this meeting. The constitution was 

discussed. The Charity is not incorporated. The management of the village hall trust is the 

responsibility of the village hall trustees. The Memorandum of Understanding lays out the various 

responsibilities. The managing trustees should accept the liabilities which come with their 

responsibilities. The internal auditor confirmed recently that the village hall is the most important 

asset that the village has and that the parish council has a duty to be sympathetic towards its needs. 

 

At 9.36 p.m.Standing Orders were suspended to allow the council to choose which items could be 

covered in the time left and which items should be deferred. It was decided to defer item 22/24. 

Standing Orders were re-instated at 9.37 

 

22/25 To consider planning application 21/02110/FUL at the former Westwood School, Blithbury 

Road,  Blithbury. This is for the demolition of all buildings on site except for building 14: it was 

decided that the council should raise no objection to this application 

22/26  To consider an update from the parish council representative on the village hall committee 

(Cllr Moore): Cllr Moore talked about some future projects – perhaps some computers and an 

internet cafe. The village hall has received a donation from a very kind parishioner. 



22/27 Councillors’ updates on allocated projects: 

Cllr Moore said that there were four session of the youth Club before Christmas. Help has been given 

to the club by SCVYS. The session will re-commence the week beginning January 24th.  

Cllr Stockdale showed a picture of what the four parish boundary signs will look like. Concerning HS2 

there will be a public meeting on 7.2.22 and one-to-one meetings are going to be available too. The 

Clerk has the details of these. 

Cllr Lowries said that he had set up an informal walking group in the village and this group has 

received monies from County Councillor Cllr Barnett 

Cllr Vernon’s project is to do with the church. There was not a lot to report as there has been no 

formal approach to the parish council from the five landowners (or their descendants) 

22/28 To consider Financial Statement 3:  as time was short it had already been decided that 

Councillors should look at the statement and contact the Clerk if they needed clarification. 

22/29 To consider authorising the following payments:  it was RESOLVED to authorise the payments 

which are shown after these minutes. PROPOSED by Cllr N. Cox. SECONDED by Cllr Stockdale 

22/30 To note the correspondence which has come in which includes comments about MRPC 

made by a local resident: The Clerk referred to the Clerk’s report where there was a copy of these 

comments. The council decided to delegate to the Chair, the task of replying to this resident.  

22/31  To note the date of the next parish council meeting: 17.2.22 

 

£48.64              website costs £78.67           Clerks’ expenses 

£2,778.80        half the total cost of four signs £623.40         January salaries for two employees 

£103.20           cost of the playground inspection £6.85             postage to HMRC 

£18.00             bank charges £103.80        tax month 8 

 £103.90        tax month 9 

 

 

ACTION LIST 

Person  
Responsible 

Action 

Clerk Report the mud on Church Lane to Highways 

Clerk Write to one of the village hall Trustees who is on the vh/pc 
working group that it has been suggested that there is an item 
about grass cutting on the next agenda 

Clerk Research the idea of giving the Best Kept Village Group vouchers 
from a garden centre 

Clerk  Publish the new revised Standing Orders with the three changes 
that were discussed on 20.1.22 

Clerk Invite the engineer that Cllr Lowries recommended, to give a talk 
at the beginning of the next parish council meeting. Cllr Lowries 
to provide the Clerk with his / her name and contact details 

Cllr Moore Forward the names of parish councils who have good vexatious 



Complainant policies 

Clerk Obtain details of  opportunities for one-to-one meetings with 
HS2 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  


