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Introduction 
 
Mavesyn Ridware Parish has historically been arranged into four areas for the purposes of church and 
census returns. These are Mavesyn Ridware, Hill Ridware, Rake End and Blithbury. Pipe Ridware became 
part of the Civic parish c.1934. The following quotes come from Stebbing Shaw’s Antiquities of 
Staffordshire c.1797/8. 
 
Mavesyn Ridware ‘proper’ 
‘Mavesyn ‘proper’ consisting of the manor-house, church and parsonage, two farmhouses and several 
cottages. Houses 12. Families 13. Males 37. Females 36. Inhabitants 73. Paupers 2’. 
 
Hill Ridware 
 ‘The publick road in the parish lay through this village, the stocks and whipping post still stand here, 
where the three roads meet; and here, I have no doubt, stood a cross anciently, for ‘Le Hyll cross’ is named 
in 1530. [The junction of Wade Lane, Rake End and Ridware Road]. There are 30 houses and 33 families 
giving 143 inhabitants. Of the families, there are two farmers, one gardener, one shopkeeper, one butcher, 
four tailors, three shoemakers, one blacksmith, eleven labourers and two paupers, besides two individual 
paupers’. 
 
Rake End 
Rake End was separate from Hill Ridware many centuries back. He wrote, 
‘Le Rake is named in 1334 and Rakeynd in 1523. The word Rake signifies a road - meaning the end of the 
village rake or road. This hamlet contains 23 houses with 25 families and 133 inhabitants. Of the families, 
four are freeholders, four farmers, one wheelwright, one joiner, one maltster, one shopkeeper, one tailor, 
one sawyer, nine labourers and two paupers’. 
 
Blithbury 
'In the time of the Saxons and Danes, and perhaps still more early, it is likely that this was a place of some 
consequence… and accordingly, the first of the Malveysins whom we find in Rideware appears at 
Blytheburgh'. In Blithbury in March 1797 there were 24 houses, and 24 families with a total population of 
115. Of these, there were three farmers, two blacksmiths, one shoemaker, one lawyer, one publican, 16 
labourers and one pauper’. 
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B C 
 
c.3000 and 2500: Mavesyn Ridware itself has startling evidence of early settlement in the form of a 
Neolithic causewayed enclosure.  
These enclosures were first built between 3000 and 2500 BC, about 500 years after farming began. 
Probably serving as tribal centres. they would have fulfilled a number of functions. There is evidence that 
the enclosures were used defensively as forts. They may also have served as marketplaces and as 
enclosures for livestock. 
The Mavesyn Ridware causewayed enclosure is significant because it is one of the most northern 
examples of this type of monument.  
 

A D 
 
c.1086. The first documentary evidence of settlement here is in the Domesday Book. It tells us that 
‘Rhydware’ belonged to the Saxon Earl, Algar. William I presented the estate to one of his followers 
named Roger de Montgomery, the Norman Earl of Shrewsbury. Azeline, a Saxon and supporter of William 
the Conqueror, was permitted to hold it under him. 
 
c.1130-1140. The first reliable reference to the Mavesyn family is of a Norman knight, Hugo Mauvoisin 
who lived in this lordship and was frequently styled Hugo de Rideware. He first settled in Blithbury where 
he founded the Benedictine Priory of Blitheburgh, at first, for both monks and nuns, later for nuns only.  
 
c.1140. Mauvoisin re-located to Mavesyn Ridware. Here a church was built and round it a typical manorial 
complex was established complete with a manor house, manor farm, mill and parsonage. The name 
‘Mavesyn’ derived from the family name of Mauvoisin or Malvoisin. There are at least 20 ways of spelling 
the name, which purportedly means dangerous neighbour. There is no clear evidence as to how or indeed 
when the Mauvoisins acquired the lordship or Ridware, but it seems likely that it was granted for services 
at the 1066 Conquest. 
c.1392/3. Sir Robert Mavesyn had the gatehouse to the Manor House built. It is a timber framed building 
of two storeys with a massive Crown Post Roof. The timbers for the frame were felled in late 1391 or 
before the spring of 1392. This is all that remains of the medieval Manor House. 
  
c.1403. There is a legend that Sir Robert Mavesyn and Sir William Hansdacre, who were on their way to 
fight for opposing sides during the Wars of the Roses, met in a field near the ‘High Bridges’ and Sir William 
was killed in the affray. Sir Robert continued on his way but was killed at the Battle of Shrewsbury. Having 
no male heirs, his wife, Dame Johanna Malvesyn, became Lady of the Manor. 
 
c.1407. The first record of the Gatehouse itself is when Dame Johanna Malvesin is granted a license to 
have masses celebrated in the family oratory, which tradition places in one of the main chambers of the 
Gatehouse. 
 
c. 1418. Elizabeth Mavesyn, daughter of Sir Robert and Dame Johanna, married Sir David Cawarden and 
their son John succeeded them at Mavesyn Ridware. For nearly 200 years the manor remained in the 
hands of the Cawardens. 
 
c.1521. The parish church was dedicated to St Nicholas. 
 
c.1536. Henry VIII broke with Rome. Although declaring the Church of England as the established Church 
with himself as the head, the church services were still Catholic.  
 
c.1552. Edward VI continued the ‘Reformation’. He sent Commissioners to the parish churches of 
Mavesyn, Pipe and Hamstall Ridware, to take inventories of all church goods and vestments, seizing all 
but the minimum needed. These were sold, the money going to the Royal Exchequer. 
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c.Mid-16th Century. A tithe barn, belonging to the church, was built in front of the rectory. This would 
have been for storing tithes. Farmers were required to give one-tenth of their produce to the newly 
established Church of England. 1836, the tithe was commuted for a monetary rent charge depending on 
the price of grain, so it is possible that the barn ceased to be used for this purpose around then. 
  
c.1594.Wade Lane House, was an ancient stone building, belonging to Mr Chadwick. c.1856. The stone 
building was replaced with or added to by a brick-built farmstead. 
 
c.1611. John Chadwick became lord of Mavesyn Ridware through his marriage to Joyce Cawarden. The 
Chadwick’s were Lords of the Manor for about 270years. 
 
c.1642-1647. The English Civil War touched the rural reaches of the Ridwares. Unsubstantiated stories 
abound that Oliver Cromwell's men lodged in the Gate House before marching to Lichfield. What is clear 
from the constable’s accounts is that the residents of the parish paid taxes to fund both the Parliamentary 
and the Royalist forces as well as providing and provisions such as coal or animal fodder. Some men were 
also pressed into service and others to help raise bulwarks, [defences] at Lichfield. 
 
c.1650. At Blythbury a property known as Kilby Hall was built and owned by a Robert Hill in the reign of 
Edward III. We are told, (but we are not sure where this information originates), that a public house 
known as the Bull’s Head was built on the site of this hall c.1650. This information used to be displayed in 
the bar at the Bull and Spectacles until its’ closure c.2021. It re-opened in 2022 as a bridal gown shop. 
 
c.1672 and c.1710 the original parsonage or rectory was probably enlarged over time but a larger brick 
and timber framed building replaced the old stone building at this time. 
 
c.1686. The Chadwick Arms has a tablet on the wall with this date, but in all probability, it was built earlier 
than that. Its internal timber frame would suggest late Tudor or early Stuart. It was a coaching inn and 
was also used for depositing money, the ‘bank’ being in the cellar. Stebbing Shaw made reference to ‘two 
publick-houses, at each of which an amicable society (instituted in 1772 and 1787) has its annual feast, on 
Whitsun-Monday and 29th May’. Presumably these public houses were what we now know as the Royal 
Oak and Chadwick Arms. Between 1795 and 1826 the latter went by the name of Cross-Keys, in 1829 the 
Butcher’s Arms and between at least 1839 and 1851 it was known as either the Talbot’s Head Inn and The 
Chadwick Arms.  
 
c.1713 & 1714. A maypole was erected to celebrate the signing of the Treaty of Utrecht in Queen Anne’s 
reign and again for the Coronation of George I. there is some debate about where. It could have been on 
the green outside St Nicholas’ church at Mavesyn or at other places in Hill Ridware; either at the junction 
of Wade Lane or the junction by the Chadwick Arms. 
 
c.1718. Charles Chadwick had a new house was built on the site of the original Medieval Manor House. 
 
c.1730. The Well House was built in Hill Ridware by the influential Robinson family - now called the Old 
Rectory. 
 
c.1766. The road from Lichfield as far as the High Bridge had been turnpiked in 1729, meaning that a gate 
was put across the road to stop carts and coaches progressing until a toll was paid.  At this time the route 
into Hill Ridware was to turn left at Common Corner arriving at a T-junction with Pipe Lane, here the road 
to the right led to Pipe Ridware and to the left, the main way into Hill Ridware. c.1776 the road from the 
High Bridge was turnpiked north through Hill Ridware and on to Abbots Bromley, as we know it today. 
 
c.1782. The church being ‘damp and ruinous’, was taken down except the Norman tower and north aisle, 
and rebuilt as it appears today. 
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c.1789. A farm house was built on the site of the Benedictine Priory at Blythbury. c.1797/8, Stebbing Shaw 
wrote, ‘the old Priory [at Blithbury] had been destroyed and its foundations torn up long ago. There is a 
good farmhouse on the spot but scarcely a vestige of antiquity remains’. This is where a more recent 
Priory farmhouse stands. 
 
c.1772 and 1787. There have been two public houses in Mavesyn Ridware parish, both in Hill Ridware. 

Stebbing Shaw wrote, ‘Here are two publick-houses, at each of which an Amicable Society (instituted in 

1772 and 1787) has its annual feast, on Whitsun-Monday and 29 May’. He gave no names, but it has 

generally been agreed that the earliest one is now known as The Chadwick Arms. The later one, The Royal 

Oak. The Chadwick Arms has been known by at least two other names. c.1772 – c.1812 it was The Cross 

Keys. From c.1818 it was called The Talbot’s Head. From between c.1839 and c.1851 it was referred to as 

either The Talbot’s Head or the Chadwick Arms.  

 
c.1797/98. Stebbing Shaw wrote, ‘Though the parish has not the advantage of a resident clergyman, here 
are two day-schools, [one] for girls and another for boys, instructed by the parish clerk’. In all probability 
one room divided in two. The schoolroom and masters house belonged to the Church Estate. It still stands 
on Uttoxeter Road and is now a private house. The current owner has found evidence that supports his 
theory that it was built c.1770. It was finally closed in 1915, For at least another 70 years the school room 
was used for a variety of purposes such as a meeting room for WI, Brownies and the Parish Council; a 
room to hire for parties and a playgroup. It was finally sold c.1984.  
 
c.1800. Charles Chadwick bought a house along Wade Lane for his son, Hugo. Until c.1896 it was known 
as the Upper House when it became known as Hill Ridware Hall. 
 
c. 1818. The Bulls Head Inn at Blithbury appears in the Staffordshire Trade Directory. However, it is pretty 
certain that it was much older than that, possibly as early as mid-17th century. By c.1858 it had acquired 
the name, the Bull and Spectacles, although officially still The Bull Inn. c.2022. The building was renovated 
and opened as a bridal shop. 
c. 1818. In the same directory The Swan at Blithbury was also recorded but was most likely a ‘beer house’ 
as opposed to an inn. It ceased to exist after 1873.  
 
c.1830. It is not known when a bridge, probably made of wood, replaced the ford crossing the river Trent 
between the parishes of Mavesyn Ridware and Armitage with Handsacre.  Place name evidence suggests 
that there was a bridge at least from the Norman period. There is a 13th century reference to Ridware 
Bridge, and later, the crossing became known as the High Bridges.  This consisted of a series of bridges, 
crossing islands and inlets, across the river itself and a wide expanse of marshy ground. Until the end of 
the 17th century, parts of the High Bridges were built of wood, while the main bridge over the river was 
of stone. In 1729, the road from Lichfield was turnpiked as far as the High Bridges; in 1766 this was 
extended through Hill Ridware to Abbots Bromley and Uttoxeter.  
c.1830. The County took the decision to straighten the road between Hill Ridware and Handsacre, and to 
replace the old stone bridge with modern cast-iron. At that time, it was one of the largest single-arched, 
cast-iron bridges in Britain. As part of the work a tollhouse was erected north of the bridge. Since it has 
been in private hands it has served as a café and garden nurseries. After 150 years, in 1980 the brittleness 
of the cast-iron in the bridge was causing concern and worries about damage that might be caused by 
mining subsidence.  In 1982 the road was diverted onto a Bailey bridge. In 1996 it was decided to replace 
the Bailey bridge with a permanent steel and concrete structure and to restore the cast-iron bridge. 
 
c.1834. The earliest mention of a ‘letter receiver’ in the parish appears in a trade directory in Hill Ridware. 
The censuses between 1841 and 1881 record sub-postmasters or mistresses, but always at their place of 
residence. They also had another occupation.  
 
c.1857-1859. A survey on the rectory at Mavesyn Ridware stated that, ‘The rooms of the Rectory are 
exceedingly low and inconvenient and although in a tolerably good state of repair for so old a house it is 
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wholly unfit for the residence of the Rector’. An agreement was reached between the church and the 
Chadwick family, to swap the rectory for a similarly priced property to accommodate the Rector. This 
more suitable property in Hill Ridware was a grand Georgian house then known as the Well House. It 
continued to be the parish rectory until 1981 and is now known as the Old Rectory. 
 
c.1880. By now the Ridware Estate was organised into farms as we might recognise them today. Enclosed 
fields rather than strips and typically, a farmyard, bounded on two or three sides by farm buildings and a 
farmhouse on the third of fourth side. This basic layout can still be seen at Wade Lane and Pipe Hall, and 
would have been true at Rake End, Cawarden Springs, Bentley Hall and Manor Farms at Mavesyn Ridware 
and Blithbury. 
 
c.1883. John de Heley Mavesyn Chadwick became bankrupt due to gaming and gambling debts. To raise 
money some of the estate was put up for sale and a large portion was mortgaged to the trustees of a Lady 
Francis Cecil. [Edith Brooks].  It was then known as the Ridware or Lady Francis Cecil Estate. It was an 
investment rather than a residence so she never lived here but did acquaint herself with the area and 
visited from time to time, even helping with fundraising events and village fetes. 
 
1884/1887. Ordnance Survey maps show a post-office on the main road where Monk’s Cottage stands. 
This appears to be the first time a specific place was designated as a post-office, although it was not 
purpose built.  The next place recorded as a post-office is on the 1901 census at Rake End where Wade 
Lane meets the main road, in what is now Briar Cottage. In 1911 a post office was to be found in Hill 
Ridware on the main road opposite the school, although it returned to Rake End c.1913 until c.1945 when 
a lock-up shop at the junction of Pipe Lane and the main road became the post-office. A new shop/post-
office was built c.1994 but finally closed c.2004. 
 
c.1897. The ancient corn mill at Mavesyn Ridware was in use until about this time. Between 1912 and 
1914 it was demolished. For years after there were still some remnants to be seen and may still be 
spotted by the eagle-eyed.  
 
c.1904. The Old Rectory at Mavesyn Ridware was leased to Miss Harvey of Abbots Bromley who ran a 
private school in the building with her sister until 1914. 
 
c.1913-1923. Sale of remaining Ridware Estate properties and land. 
 
c.1914/15. New Elementary Mavesyn Ridware Council School was built on Pipe Lane, later renamed 
School Lane, to replace the ‘not fit for purpose’ church school. The school was named Henry Chadwick c. 
1962. 
 
1914 – 1918. World War 1. At least 85 young men from the parishes of Mavesyn, Pipe and Hamstall 
Ridware enlisted. It is known that at least 16 paid the ultimate sacrifice. 
 
c.1919. Wade Lane farm was purchased by the Froggatt family. 
 
c. 1938-1950s. During this period a number of council houses were built. The first at the Lichfield end of 
Hill Ridware, then down Pipe Lane followed by those on the main road going towards Rugeley. Chadwick 
Crescent replaced very run-down cottages known as The Row. Many of the ‘new’ residents were 
employed by the expanding Edward John’s sanitary ware factory, or ‘pot bank’, at Armitage. 
During the 1960s Hill Ridware and Rake End were joined by infilling with houses on the open fields on 
both sides of the main road towards Rugeley. This growth of housing coincided with the opening of the 
Lea Hall Colliery. Since then, further developments have proliferated including, Sandford Close, Oaklands. 
Hawkhurst, Austen Grange and Scholars Gate plus other smaller developments. 
 
c.1937. Electricity was brought to the parish. 
 



7 
 

c.1938. A National Children’s Camp was built at Blithbury. This was intended for use as a residential 
educational camp for the children of city schools. In the event the first occupants were girls and their 
teachers evacuated from schools in Birmingham for the duration of WW2. In the late 1940s it became an 
educational facility for school children from Nottingham. In the late 20th century, it had a variety of uses, 
all educational, until it was deemed unfit and a new facility was built next door. 
  
c.1940 – 1945. World War 2. Records are not yet widely available concerning men from the Ridware 
Parishes. There is one fatality on the War Memorial tablet in Mavesyn Ridware church. Ridware Hall was 
requisitioned by the War Ministry as a billet for Italian P o Ws. These prisoners were employed on local 
farms to replace men who had enlisted. Later it was used by the War Agricultural Committee. Children 
from Margate on Sea were evacuated to Mavesyn Ridware Council School. Men from the parish, either 
too young, too old or in protected occupations joined the local Home Guard. They were often to be seen 
parading in Hill Ridware and Blithbury. They were part of the Rugeley unit.  
 
c. 1948. The Mavesyn Ridware Women’s Institute was inaugurated. In 2013 it merged with Hamstall 
Ridware W.I. and it was re-named The Ridwares Women’s Institute. 
 
c. 1972. The Joseph Harvey Charity, established in 1901 owned land in Pipe Lane, now School Lane. 
Mavesyn Ridware Parish Council leased this field for a recreation area for the community. The Ridware 
football club first used the field for its home matches in 1972/73 season. 
 
1986. Mavesyn Village Hall was opened. Land for this excellent parish facility was donated by Lucy Derry. 
The Derry family first came to the parish c.1883. For three generations they were to play a prominent part 
in the lives of the ‘ordinary’ village folk. Thomas Derry snr. and then jnr. were agents for the Lady Francis 
Cecil Ridware Estate; collecting rents, maintaining properties etc. They were carpenters, wheelwrights 
and coffin makers and undertakers. 
 
c.1983. Six separate small benevolent charities including the Joseph Harvey Trust and two from Pipe 
Ridware, were amalgamated into the Mavesyn Ridware Relief in Need Fund. 
 
c. 1989. Ridware Bowls Club formed. Home matches played on a bowling green behind the Chadwick 
Arms. 
 
c. 1994. New Post Office, general store and filling station was built replacing the c.1950s post office and 
store. It closed c. 2003 due to what we now know was a huge nationwide miscarriage of justice. 
  
2001. Foot and Mouth disease struck many local farms including that of Mr Richard Froggatt at Wade 
Lane Farm. This forced the family to diversify and they now produce rapeseed oil and potato crisps using 
their own locally grown produce. 
 
2016. The Royal Oak was demolished, the site of the Austen Grange development. 
 
Pipe Ridware 
 
1086. First verifiable evidence of a settlement that we know as Pipe Ridware is in the Domesday Survey 
when there were 5.5 houses. Then, Pipe Ridware was known as Media or Parva Ridware and was held 
under the King by the Bishop of Chester, and under the latter by a Saxon named Alfric.  
 
c.1286. Family of Pipe came into the manor by the marriage of Maud, the daughter of Thomas de 
Thamenhorne to Robert de Pipe, from whence the name Pipe was derived. 
 
c.1393. Later documentation indicates that other landowners including the Earl of Stafford and William de 
Handsacre had claims to land within the manor. 
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c.1443. The manor passed into the Vernon family of Haddon and Harlaston through marriage. 
and then c.1567 into the Stanley family, again through marriage. 
 
c.1552. In the reign of Edward VI, visiting commissioners made an inventory of ‘church goods and 
ornaments’ in the church at Pipe Ridware. 
 
c.1606. Sir Edward Stanley sold the Manor to John Chadwick Esq, 
 
c.1614 John Chadwick Esq, ‘gave his said manor and fishery to Henry Agarde of Kings Bromley, esq. in 
exchange for certain lands in Mavesyn Ridware’.  
 
Early 17th century. Wheelwright’s House was built between the church and the farmhouse. It is a listed 
building, consisting of a timber-framed lath and plaster panel construction. It is typical of the great 
rebuilding which occurred in the decades before the Civil War. 
 
c.1638. The parish church was probably built. c.1840/42. St James Church was built to replace the small 
ancient church.  
 
1646. In the Civil War, Captain Daniell Watson had a troop of horse quartered here as evidenced by this 
letter, 
‘These are to charge and command you to bringe to my quarters att Pipe Ridware, such provision of horse 
meate, and mens meate, as shall be sufficient for a troope containing the number of 60; that is to say, 
beife, mutton, bread, veale &c. and for every horse a peck of provender a day, and for every day a load of 
hay. You are to bring in your week’s provision on Thursday next; fail not at your perill’ 
 
c. 1662. There were 28 hearths. 
                                                                                      
c.1677. John Whitehall Esq. purchased the Manor from Henry Agarde and had Manor Hall built where 
Pipe Ridware Hall Farm is now located.  
 
c.1705. The Manor became jointly owned by the Lyttleton Family of Pillaton and the Parker family of Park 
Hall, through the marriages of co-heirs of the Whitehall family. The Lyttleton family lived at the Manor 
House until c.1771. Until the estate was sold, the Manor farm was occupied by tenant farmers. 
 
c.1782. A drinking establishment is recorded in the Register of Persons Licensed to keep Alehouses.  
 
c.1812. The Manor became part of the Hatherton Estate, when Edward Lyttleton, 1st Baron of Hatherton, 
inherited it. 
 
c.1818. First recorded name of Lyttleton’s Arms in a trade directory. It was where the present Littleton 
House is. 
 
C. 1840.  A new parish church was built to replace the ‘ruinous’ ancient church. 
 
c. 1870-1890. The present farmhouse at Pipe Ridware was built replacing the timber-framed building 
constructed by John Whitehall. He was a noted apiarist, the remains of his wall-mounted hives or bee 
boles, can still be seen and are listed. On the same site are the remains of a dovecote, which survives 
from the former manor house. Three generations of the Smith family have farmed here for over a 
hundred years. 
 
c. 1934. Pipe Ridware becomes part of the civil parish of Mavesyn Ridware. 
 
c.1919. The Littleton Arms, was de-licensed for being a ‘disorderly house’. The story goes, that when 
people came out of the pub, they used to try to see who could hit the church bells with their tankards. 



9 
 

The Rev Sampson, the Rector of St James Church at the time, grew increasingly annoyed about the noisy 
carousing at the time when services were being held. You can still see on the wall of the house the 
inscription in large letters ALL KINDS OF…  perhaps the last, now vanished, word was ALES? 
 
1919. The Pipe Ridware Estate was put up for sale at the direction of Lord Hatherton.  
 
c. 1983. St James’ church was deemed surplus to requirements by the Church of England and 
decommissioned. It was converted to a theatre in 1985 by Alan and Margaret Williams, which operated 
for about 20 years until it’s closure c.2016. 
 

 
                                                                                           Helen Sharp  

                                                                                                     September 2022 


