
 

MAVESYN RIDWARE PARISH COUNCIL 

CLERK’S REPORT 
 

TUESDAY 13TH DECEMBER 2022 

Mr Lewis Anderson 

Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 

 

 

Contents 

 
1. Financial Statement 

2. Casework Notes 

3. Correspondence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Financial Statement & List of Payments 13/12/2022 
 

Please see below Financial Statement, including the bank reconciliation up to the last 

available bank balance figure, and the list of payments for consideration by the Council: 

 

Bank/ Cashbook Reconciliation 

 

 
 

N.B. £24 Village Hall Room Hire 00830 – uncashed as of 23rd November 2022 

 

Payments & Receipts 

 

No income to record. 

 

Payments made before the last meeting requiring retrospective approval: 

 

Ref. Date Chq. 
No. 

Payee Description Amount VAT 

60 11/11/2022 000829 JR 
landscaping 

Inv. 1212. Grass 
Cutting & Play Insp. 

129.90 21.65 

61 11/11/2022 000830 Village Hall Inv. 750. Hire 24.00 0.00 

62 11/11/2022 000831 A. Jones Website costs 44.26 + 
13.20 

57.46 0.00  

63 12/11/2022 000832 VOID VOID 0.00 0.00 

 

Payments Requiring Approval 

 

64 13/12/2022 000833 Village Hall Hall Rent Nov Inv. 766 36.00 0.00 

65 13/12/2022 000834 JR 
Landscaping 

Grass Cutting & Play 
Insp. Inv. 1220 

129.90 21.65 

66 13/12/2022 000835 Village Hall Water Rates Inv. 768 113.55 0.00 

67 13/12/2022 000836 L. Anderson Home Working 
Allowance, Nov & Dec 

20.00 0.00 

68 13/12/2022 000837 A. Jones Website Costs 53.35 0.00 

69 13/12/2022  838 S. Turner Nov & Dec Caretaker 
Duties 

481.12 0.00 

70 13/12/2022  839 L. Anderson Clerk Salary 21/11 to 
31/12 (6 weeks) 

818.53 0.00 

 

 

Cashbook 1 Summary Bank Statements as at 23/11/2022

01/04/2022 Balance b/f 35,454.20 Current A/c 54,382.21

Plus Receipts 35,414.60 Unpresented Payments 24.00

Less Payments 16,510.59

05/12/2022 Amount c/f 54,358.21 Total 54,358.21

Variance 0.00

Figures coloured salmon to be 

entered manually



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Casework Notes 
 

In this section, I shall note any notable areas of work, or matters relevant to the Meeting. 

This is both to update Councillors on the work I have done between meetings and to serve 

as a written report to assist with the discussion of pertinent Agenda Items.  

 

1. Induction & Formalities 

 

I am overjoyed to be joining MRPC as Clerk & RFO. As I am new to the Council, some of my 

time has been taken familiarising myself with the Council, as well as some formalities 

relating to my appointment. I have spent time setting up my “office” at home with, and I 

have had frequent correspondence with the Chairman who has been most helpful in 

assisting me with my induction to the Council.  

 

2. Updating cashbook and reconciling accounts 

 

I have completed updating the 2022/23 cashbook from June 2022 and have verified there 

are supporting documents for each entry, bar the following queries which will be resolvable 

with Cllr’s input: 

 

- £303 receipt, 31st May 2022 – not noted in Cashbook, but believed to be allotments 

rent income. Supporting document required. 

- £1000  burial ground donation. Supporting document required. 

- Net £53 bank charges. Supporting documents required.  

 

As the Council has been without an employed clerk for a number of months, I would advise 

an interim visit by the Internal Auditor early in the new year as a matter of good practice to 

satisfy that the Council’s governance is in good health. This is on the Agenda. 

 

3. Reviewing and circulating 2023/24 budget/precept proposal 

 

I reviewed the Council’s draft Strategic Plan and the suggestions for the 2023/24 budget. My 

advice has been circulated and the budget and precept for FY23/24 is for discussion in the 

Meeting. 

 

4. Advice on Chairman’s Allowance 

 

Advice was obtained from the SPCA, and correspondence with the Auditor for FY21/22, was 

had. Advice was shared with Cllrs at Pre-Meet & budget proposal includes no budget for 

23/24 for a “Chairman’s Allowance. 

 

5. CONFIDENTIAL: Matter Pertaining to Employment 

 

Oral update on work to be shared with Cllrs.  

 

6. Other Matters 

 



I have made efforts to set up the Council phone, but there appears to be an issue with the 

SIM card. If this cannot be resolved, I shall purchase a replacement.  

 

I have added to the Agenda for consideration the changing of the Council correspondence 

address to my address – a standard practice for Clerks of Parish Councils.  

 

I have noted the high outgoings in relation to the Parish Council Website. I have added this 

to the Agenda to understand the reasons why the current provider was chosen and for Cllrs 

to approve, should they wish to, an action to seek quotes for cheaper alternatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Correspondence & Associated Actions/ Queries 
 

1. Loan Shark Awareness 

 

Dear Partner,  
 
Hope you are doing well.  
 
The England Illegal Money Lending Team (IMLT) is concerned that ruthless loan sharks 
will try to cash in on the festive period as many families struggle to cope with rising 
food, fuel and energy bills this winter.  
 
Christmas is a time for joy and happiness, but for the millions of families struggling with 
spiralling debt to loan sharks, it can be the most terrifying time of the year.  Our figures 
show that nearly one in ten people who borrowed from loan sharks last year did so to 
cover the costs of Christmas.  
 
Loan sharks create an environment of fear, intimidation and control for their victims 
and they will use almost any means to tempt people into taking out a loan with them. 
They know how to spot people who are vulnerable and who need money. This creates 
a vicious cycle of debt for those unable to pay back their loans and often leads to serious 
financial issues, such as families losing their homes or being pushed into extreme 
poverty because they do not have enough money to survive.  
 
The only way we can put an end to illegal money lending is with your help. Your support 
means we can reach more people who are at risk, put loan sharks out of business and 
help victims rebuild their lives. It's especially important we spread awareness of loan 
sharks tactics during the festive season when their activity increases dramatically. 
 
Please support our latest campaign #SleighNoToLoanSharks and help spread the 
message about the risks of illegal lending and how people can access our support. I 
have attached our national press release which can be adapted for local audiences, a 
referral form to report loan sharks and social media resources can be downloaded 
from our website here.  
 
Loan sharks present a significant threat to the safety, security and well-being of many 
individuals in your community. They use deceptive tactics that can isolate people from 
friends, family and support services. You can put an end to the suffering these criminals 
inflict on borrowers. We’ll teach you about their tactics and techniques, so you’ll know 
how to spot and stop them. Please contact me if you would like to book a free training 
session for your organisation.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Kind Regards  
 

• To place information doc (attached) on the website? 
 

 

 

 

 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stoploansharks.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cab53ebab8d9f4eda4af508dacd99ac49%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638048357189259931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nOyH17jd7i57PdOPKsOJTrVzILQYe%2BbaiVnW7diW8dc%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stoploansharks.co.uk%2Fpress%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cab53ebab8d9f4eda4af508dacd99ac49%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638048357189259931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5m%2FcVijzIXt%2BX2N%2BQmqdEnXDzpD2Uc4FNcCQgr0t%2Bv4%3D&reserved=0


2. Bus Services – Hill Ridware 

 

Hi, 

 

I am a resident of Hill Ridware which used to be served by the 828/6 bus service. A number 

of years back this service was discontinued. 

 

Can the council please explain why Hill Ridware is not currently served by a bus service and 

whether there are any plans to reinstate a service ? The council should already be  aware of 

the growth in population of the village and of the proportion that are elderly pensioners 

who would welcome the public bus services return. 

 

An unsourced quotation from the October Mavesyn Ridware Parish Council Neighbourhood 

Planning meeting…….“Budget figures - £3 million for a new bus or £750 K for a diverted 

bus”…..on first reading at least, seem a little surprising, so can the Staffs CC offer any more 

realistic alternative costing’s ?  

 

Many thanks in advance for your comments. 

 

• Any comments/ actions required? 

• Resident has open communication channel with SCC Transport team over this 

issue. 

 
3. Notification of External Auditor 

Notification of external auditor appointment for the 2022-23 financial year 

for the 5 year period until 2026-27 

Mavesyn Ridware Parish Council, Staffordshire, 

  

Dear Clerk/RFO/Chairman, 

Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments (SAAA) is the independent, sector led organisation 

responsible for the appointment and contract management of external auditors to smaller 

authorities since the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 established new arrangements for the 

accountability and audit of local public bodies in England. Smaller authorities are those whose gross 

annual income or expenditure is less than £6.5 million. 

Under the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, SAAA is responsible for appointing 

external auditors to all opted-in smaller authorities, for setting the terms of appointment for limited 

assurance reviews and for managing the contracts with the appointed audit firms. 

This communication is to notify you that SAAA has appointed an external auditor to the authority for 

the 5-year appointing period from 2022-23 until 2026-2, following a procurement exercise to 

appoint auditors to each contract area from 1 April 2022.  

Your current appointed auditor will conclude any outstanding work on the 2021-22 Annual 

Governance and Accountability Returns and the new appointed auditor (if changed) will be 

responsible for the arrangements in respect of the 2022-23 AGAR process onwards. 

The contact details of your appointed external auditor and fee scales are shown in the appendix to 

this letter and can also be found on the SAAA website: www.saaa.co.uk. 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.saaa.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cda4ecbe26c1c4554a7c008dad15944e1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638052478600087791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S23Ys0TmFQKvWPk4Y%2BSl1m2x7Mr0B5yoA%2BDK1V8CA0k%3D&reserved=0


The audit firms all have previous experience of conducting limited assurance reviews for smaller 

authorities and have dedicated support personnel. SAAA will monitor the performance of the 

appointed firms in providing the audit services in terms of quality and compliance with their 

statutory terms of appointment.  

If your authority has any potential conflict of interest relating to the auditor appointment, for 

instance if a Councillor or close relation is employed by the appointed auditor, you should advise 

SAAA immediately. 

Exempt authorities 

Since 2017-18, authorities where the higher of income or expenditure for the financial year was 

£25,000 or less and who meet all the qualifying criteria have been able to declare themselves as 

'exempt' from a limited assurance review by an external auditor.  However, all authorities, even if 

they declare themselves 'exempt', still need to fully complete, agree and publish an annual return 

(AGAR). 

All authorities require an external auditor appointment even if the authority meets the criteria to 

qualify for exemption, as a Certificate of Exemption is required to be submitted to the external 

auditor and a named auditor must be in place to deal with questions or objections from local 

electors about the accounts.  

Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) needs to be completed in accordance 

with "proper practices" as set out in 'Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in 

England, a Practitioners' Guide', and then be published in accordance with any applicable 

Transparency Code. 

Annual Governance and Accountability Return forms will be sent out by your appointed auditor 

electronically at the end of the financial year. It is assumed that your authority is willing and able to 

accept documents electronically by e-mail; whilst an authority may request paper copies this may 

incur an administration charge.  

Advice and assistance are available from the various sector membership organisations: 

National Association of Local Councils and County Associations - www.nalc.gov.uk  

Society of Local Council Clerks - www.slcc.co.uk  

Association of Drainage Authorities - www.ada.org.uk  

Yours faithfully, 

Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments Ltd 

• To note 

 

4. Resident Issues  

I am writing this as a resident of Blithbury,which I understand is part of the parish of Mavesyn ? 

I feel that we are forgotten living here,for example, we were never involved in the parish survey 

which we were promised, we have footpaths that are unusable as they are too dangerous to walk on 

and we have to walk in the road.We also read in the magazine months ago about the footpath that 

was closed due to a dangerous bridge near Blithbury,there was mention if a £14,000 quote to repair 

it and also a mention of Funds from HS2 for repairs,but no mention since,is there any progress on 

this ? 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nalc.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cda4ecbe26c1c4554a7c008dad15944e1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638052478600087791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qm%2FSYrKJxPbR%2B3Sfam6TV74AkGRv%2FCH3U3xAxHy7hdk%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.slcc.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cda4ecbe26c1c4554a7c008dad15944e1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638052478600087791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yOLmosq1BpEBXJcevFs1ycJCyQ%2BdHA1LLK5Una%2FmI3Y%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ada.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cda4ecbe26c1c4554a7c008dad15944e1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638052478600087791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Q8QCRNV53XUAFWCAaQu352PFXJrg7ZoLQ%2B%2B7YhilnqI%3D&reserved=0


I understand budgets are tight,but money has somehow been found for those ridiculous parish 

boundary signs which serve no purpose whatsoever.The sign for Blithbury coming in from Abbots 

Bromley way is illegible as all the letters have fell off !! 

Then there are the speed bumps !!!  Don't get me started on those,I have been overtaken,pipped 

at,gestered at etc ,all because I drive slowly so as not to wreck my car,they don't slow anybody down 

and are a complete nuisance which just cause people to drive aggressively. The traffic calming at 

Rake end is dangerous as people coming in from Blithbury way have no intention of 

stopping,incidentally,most of the aggression I have encountered is from residents of Hill Ridware 

themselves, the sooner the things are removed the better.As for a 20mph,we can't even get a speed 

limit at all and with no footpath on the main road and the verges destroyed by the large amount of 

tractors,it is too dangerous to walk to the village to post a letter it is a dangerous road to live on. 

I apologise for the rant, but when will the residents of Blithbury get a say and have their needs 

considered. 

Thanks for taking the time to read this,I look forward to a response.  

Regards 

• Any comments/ actions required? 
 

5. Sign Displacement 

Does anyone know why there are two road signs on the green outside the Church. Not sure if they 

have been stolen and dumped? One says Church Lane leading to Mavesyn Close and the other says 

Mavesy n Ridware 3/4. I'm happy to keep them safe if someone tells me to fetch them. Presume 

Highways need to deal? Thanks 

• Reported to SCC Highways. 

 

6. CPRE Charity 

Dear Clerk, 

Please find attached the most recent newsletter from CPRE Staffordshire, together with an update 

on national and local CPRE news and list of planning applications responded to, which may be of 

interest to parish councils. 

In addition, we also wanted to bring to your attention the Community Foundation of Staffordshire's 

Rural Development Fund, which allocates small grants to community groups that are committed to 

strengthening their community and tackling issues affecting rural areas.  

Kind regards, 

Sarah Burgess 

• Noted. Consideration of joining CPRE on January Agenda? (as noted in SPCA Bulletin?) 

 

7. Defibrillators in Communities 

Good Morning 

My name is Tia and I am the Community Liaison Officer at London Hearts, the leading heart charity 

dealing with the funding, procurement and supply of life saving defibrillators throughout the entire 

of the UK. 



I am contacting you to ensure your local community has life-saving heart Defibrillators readily 

available. 

The devastating effects of the Covid19 crisis along with recent televised events has highlighted the 

fact that Cardiac Arrest does not discriminate and can happen to anyone, of any age, at any time!   

The statistics are alarming - Cardiac Arrest kills over 60,000 people, of all ages, in the UK each year.  

If a heart defibrillator is used within 3-5mins of a cardiac arrest, the chances of survival increases 

from 6% to a huge 74%. 

We are currently offering a £300 grant available towards the cost of each Defibrillator we supply.   

With every Defibrillator, we provide free online CPR/Defibrillator awareness training. 

Equipment is available now. 

If you have any queries please feel free to contact me either by telephone on 02070432493 or by 

email reply at:  tia@londonhearts.org 

To receive further information on the Defibrillators we supply along with a non-obligatory quote, 

simply complete our short online application at:  https://www.londonhearts.org/apply-for-a-defib 

Kindest Regards 

Tia 

• Consideration for January Agenda? 

 

 


