
Mavesyn Ridware Parish Council (mrpc) 

ordinary council meeting (face-to-face) 

Thursday 22.7.21 at 7.30 p.m. 

Hill Ridware Village Hall 

Minutes 

Present: Cllr Jones (Chair), Cllr Harris (Vice Chair), Cllr Lowries, Cllr Stockdale, Cllr Stubley and Cllr 

Vernon, Ward Cllr Barnett and County Councillor Cllr Cox  

Public Participation: No members of the public were present 

21/1  To receive apologies: Apologies were received from Cllr Moore 

21/2 Introduction to the new Clerk, Sylvia Gibson: the new Clerk introduced herself 

21/3 To receive Declarations of Interest: no Declarations were received 

21/4 To consider Requests for Dispensations: there were no requests and the Clerk explained 

why this item is needed on every agenda – if a dispensation is granted, it allows a member 

who has declared an Interest, to speak. That person cannot lead the discussion and cannot 

vote 

21/5 To consider and agree the minutes of the extraordinary meeting on 28.6.21: it was 

RESOLVED to agree the minutes. PROPOSED by Cllr Jones. SECONDED by Cllr Harris 

21/6 To consider an update by the Ward Councillor: the Cllr announced that 

• she had a sum of £300 to distribute to anyone who is supporting community resilience 

• the Lichfield District Council (LDC) new Local Plan is up for discussion. It includes a section 

on flooding. LDC is inviting comments. 

• One particular and current planning application was spoken about 

21/7 To consider an update by the County Councillor: the Cllr: 

• Referred to a local planning enforcement issue 

• Referred to the fact that the Community Funding has just been released and that LDC is 

hoping that it can be used particularly for any post-Covid initiatives. The criteria has changed 

• Cllr Cox is working his way through all of the highways issues that have come up and 

recommended that people use the My Staffs App to track these.  

• The quality of workmanship when tackling highways issues was mentioned (not good) as was 

the price that is charged for each job. Mrpc raised the issue of erecting signs in the village 

and Cllr Cox said that there is a set process to go through with these 

21/8 To consider Cllr’s updates on allocated projects: 

 



Councillor Lowries – The revamping of the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 

We need a motivated group of people to progress the NP but we are not at that stage yet. Cllr 

Lowries has been talking to someone in the village who is an independent planning consultant and 

he has offered to analyse the batch of questionnaires, working within data protection guidelines. 

Then we can start involving the community more. It was RESOLVED to approach the resident to ask 

him to do the analysis.  PROPOSED by Cllr Jones. SECONDED by Cllr Vernon 

Councillor Vernon – The situation concerning extending the current burial ground 

Cllr Vernon and the new Clerk had recently attended a course on Cemetery Management and Cllr 

Vernon gave a brief report on this. The possibility of booking the course presenter for mrpc was 

mentioned. Meanwhile both the Clerk and Cllr Vernon will do a presentation for the council 

Councillor Stockdale – The possibility of erecting village welcoming signs 

It was established that planning permission would have to be sought for this. The overall budget for 

achieving the erection of four signs was discussed – it will be expensive. Tribute was paid to the 

designer and it was thought that mrpc would like to offer a token of appreciation to the designer. 

Councillor Stubley – The possibility of using ANPR cameras and at the problem of HGVs going 

through the village 

The Councillor explained where we are with these projects and another Councillor raised the 

possibility of building some funds into next year’s Precept to fund them. Cllr Stubley also said that he 

was awaiting an update from Cllr Cox regarding the rise in HGV traffic in the village.  

Councillor Moore –  the Circular Walk Project – the Mavesyn Gateway Project  

Two Councillors visited a Handsacre parish council meeting in June and received a positive response 

to this Transforming the Trent Valley associated project. Cllr Moore will be contacting the Coal Board 

to get their approval. All other landowners have agreed to this project. Hopefully funding will be 

forthcoming from the Coal Board with the possibility of match funding from mrpc. The project 

should be completed by 2022/23 

Councillor Moore – Youth organisations in the village 

Ridware Rascals are now up and running again and are being encouraged to have a dedicated bank 

account so that mrpc can donate the £250 that has already been agreed. 

There will be a “Pizza and Pop” night in the village hall on Friday 13th August. Youngsters will be 

asked about what they want to see in the village and how mrpc can support them with a dedicated 

social space. Speakers have been invited and adverts for this event have been placed.   

21/9 To discuss if, in the future, mrpc should only allow questions and comments about current 

agenda items during “public participation”, as is the norm”: This was discussed and there was a 

decision to keep things as they are (i.e. residents can come and discuss any topic that they like) and 

alter Standing Orders to be a true reflection of this 

 



21/10 To discuss if mrpc wishes face-to-face meetings to be recorded and if so, what device 

should be used? It was RESOLVED to live stream all parish council meetings. PROPOSED by Cllr 

Vernon. SECONDED by Cllr Lowries. This item was not voted on. The Clerk to research what would be 

involved in this and to put it on the next agenda. 

21/11 To discuss the Terms of Reference for the Employment Committee: The two Councillors 

who will be responsible for looking at staffing issues including finance will be Cllrs Jones and Harris. 

The Councillor who will be responsible for Personal Development Reviews will be Cllr Stockdale 

21/12 To approve the payments: The payments were approved as follows:  

265.00 C&L landscapes 

530.80 Salaries for two employees 

56.79 The Clerk’s expenses (petrol and ink) 

48.89 Web site expenses 

 

21/13 To approve the mrpc budget forecast for 2021/22: this item was moved to “confidential” 

21/14 To consider planning application 21/011133/FUH. This application concerns the conversion 

of a garage and a first floor study area into a granny flat in a property in Hill Ridware - the installation 

of one high-level window and the formation of a one-vehicle parking space. The parish council 

decided that it would be recommending that a clause be inserted to ensure that the property 

remains as one property in perpetuity and that compensatory tree-planting be considered. 

21/15 To consider planning application 21/01163/TCN. This application concerns a 

telecommunications]# development at land adjacent to the railway at Wade Lane, Hill Ridware. It 

was decided that this development would only benefit the railway line and to put forward an 

objection to this application. 

21/16/17 To consider planning applications 21/01115 FUL and 21/01117/FUL. The first application 

concerns the erection of an agricultural shed for feed and bedding storage for cattle, at a local farm. 

The second application concerns the erection of an agricultural storage shed. It was revealed that 

this site has been inspected by the enforcement team. It could take some time for a decision to be 

made because there is a possibility that Footpath 17 will have to be re-routed. Insufficient attention 

has been given to this so far and further discussion is required. 

21/18 To consider the Clerk’s plans for her work over the Summer: The Clerk said that she would 

be reviewing and supplementing the policies that are on the web site, in consultation with 

Councillors. She has also realised since the meeting that a great deal of work is required to sort out 

the exact commitments of the parish council concerning the village hall and the possible 

commitments of the parish council concerning extending the church burial ground. 

Items 21/19, 21/20 and 21/13 were confidential and concern:  highways and staffing issues and the 

budget forecast. The budget forecast issues were resolved, as was the staffing issue. Regarding the 

highways issue it was decided to defer this item until the next parish council meeting on 23.9.21 

21/21 To decide the date of the next parish council meeting: this will be on 23.9.21 


