
MAVESYN RIDWARE PARISH COUNCIL 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING ON 23.9.21 

HILL RIDWARE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30 p.m. 

MINUTES 

Present: Cllr Jones (Chair), Cllr Harris (Vice Chair), Cllr Moore, Cllr Stockdale and Cllr Vernon plus 

Ward Councillor Cllr Barnett and County Councillor Cllr Cox  

Public Participation: four members of the public were present 

21/22 To receive apologies: apologies were received from Cllr Lowries 

21/23 To receive Declarations of Interest: Two Declararions of Interest were received, both from 

Cllr Stockdale – the first one concerns all items abut the church (there was one item in 

Correspondence) and the second one concerns all items about the allotments(again there was one 

item in Correspondence) 

21/24 To consider requests for dispensations under the localism act 2011:Cllr Stockdale 

requested a dispensation to talk about both the church and the allotments (but not to vote). The 

dispensation was given 

21/25 To consider and agree the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council on 6.5.21 and of 

the ordinary meeting of the council on 22.7.21: 

• Regarding the minutes of the Annual Meeting of the council, these were accepted after a 

change had been made. The original minutes said that that for item 3, To elect a vice chair, 

that “Cllr Stubley proposed Cllr Harris and that Cllr Lowries seconded the proposal.” In actual 

fact it was the other way round and they should have read: “Councillor Lowries proposed 

Cllr Harris. Cllr Stubley seconded the proposal”. It was RESOLVED to change the wording in 

that item so that the minutes were a true record of what happened. PROPOSED by Cllr Jones 

and SECONCDED by Cllr Stockdale.  

• Regarding the minutes from 22.7.21, it was RESOLVED to accept the minutes. PROPOSED by 

Cllr Jones and SECONDED by Cllr Moore.  

21/26 To consider the Clerk’s report: the Clerk’s report was referred to as and when appropriate. 

21/27 To consider an update by a Ward Councillor: regarding a local farm, an enforcement notice 

was sent on 7th September. The Ward Councillor had spoken to various bodies and ascertained that 

nothing can be done until the 28th September. Cllr Barnett reminded us that she had a sum of £300 

to give out to worthy organisations in the area and this is not widely known at the moment. If 

anyone is interested in gaining a grant they should contact Cllr Barnett directly. The Clerk has her 

contact details. One Councillor asked how the parish council should react if another planning 

application came in from this farm. It was explained that if a planning application comes in, all 

enforcement issues are put in hold. The parish council was advised that any new applications should 

be strongly opposed. Once decisions have been taken by the Enforcement Team then those 

decisions will be sanctioned legally. Up to now there have been 10 applications.  

21/28 To consider an update by the County Councillor: Cllr Cox advised the parish council to do 

nothing (concerning the local farm), and wait and see what happens with the enforcement issues. 

There is still a problem about asking for a 7.5 tonne restriction on the road through the village. 



However, Cllr Cox is using some funding to track the number of vehicles that pass through the village 

to possibly gain evidence that a weight restriction is needed. There should be no HGCV’s amongst 

those vehicles. Some lorries have been seen and it is suspected that they are working for HS2 but 

their signage is not clear and any HS2 “labels” should be clearly visible on the sides and back of the 

lorry.  Any hard evidence that HS2 vehicles are coming through the village should be sent to Cllr Cox. 

The Clerk has his contact details.  

21/29 Councillors’ updates on allocated projects:  

Cllr Vernon – the church project 

Cllr Vernon reported that the five people who own land near to the church (one is deceased), are 

going to offer the land to the Parochial Church Council in the first instance. Apparently there are just 

9 grave spaces left and so future plans will have to be made at some stage.  

Cllr Stockdale – HS2 and parish signs 

Cllr Stockdale said that she is in touch with the Community Liaison Officer – Liz Davis 

Cllr Stockdale said that the design of the village welcome signs has now been “signed off” 

Cllr Moore – the High Bridge and Youth provision 

It was agreed that the Clerk should send a definitive map that she found in the archives concerning 

the High Bridge to Cllrs Moore and Stockdale. This map defines ownership in the area immediately 

surrounding the bridge. 

The Pizza Evening went well but attendance was low because there was an event in Lichfield and 

some people were away. A volunteer is needed to run the youth club – preferably a young person 

who is DRB-checked. There is an organisation that facilitates this and it is free. Cllr Moore is due to 

meet with a volunteer next week. There might be another Pizza Evening in the future. 

Cllr Harris – the village hall and parish council working party 

At a recent meeting of this group, numerous points were raised which will be dealt with in the near 

future. 

21/30 To consider the suggestion made by a local resident to have some adult gym equipment 

installed: Cllr Moore went through the results of her research to have an adult gym area and 

explained that she will be meeting two providers soon. The area will cost between £12,000 and 

£18,000 to equip and is likely to be 40 – 80 square metres. A zip-wire is being considered but it is 

thought at this stage that it would not be cost effective. It was RESOLVED to ask Cllr Moore to 

continue her investigations. PROPOSED by Cllr Jones. Seconded by Cllr Stockdale 

21/31 To receive an update on the possible footpath closure and The Millennium Way:  It was 

recognised that there has been a lot of upset concerning the possible closure of this Permitted Right 

of Way. The landowner is concerned about accidents, litter and cars parked in front of his gate. 

There has been some contact between the parish council and the landowner in which the latter said 

that he was keen to re-open the path which has now been done so everything is back to normal. It 

was suggested that the parish council should consider applying to get it registered as a public right of 

way as it has been used by villagers for hundreds of years 



21/32 To consider an update on the issues concerning a local farm and whether the parish 

council wants to react to those issues and, if so, how: This item was covered when the Ward 

Councillor was giving her update 

21/33 To conisder approving the 2021/22 budget by RESOLUTION: It was RESOLVED to accept the 

budget. PROPOSED by Cllr Vernon. SECONDED by Cllr Jones  

21/34 To consider earmarking some reserves out of the General Reserve following the 

ratification of the budget in 21/33: It was PROPOSED to earmark the following reserves. PROPOSED 

by Cllr Jones. SECONDED by Cllr Stockdale: 

£15,000 Highways £6,000 Playground reserve 

£4,000 Elections £5,000 Village welcome signs 

£8,474 Left-over CiL monies 38,474 Total 

 

21/35 To consider the comments made by the External Auditor: two comments concerned 

mistakes made by the Internal Auditor which caused problems further down the line. It was decided 

to look for an alternative Internal Auditor. N.B. Mavesyn Ridware PC  passed its external audit. 

21/36 To consider the proposal to pay for four village welcome signs (pending the various 

permissions that we might need to gain) out of this year’s reserves and to pay for their installation 

out of next year’s precept: It was RESOLVED to pay for the signs out of this year’s precept and to pay 

for their installation out of next year’s precept. PROPOSED by Cllr Stockdale. SECONDED by Cllr 

Harris. It went to a vote and the vote was unanimous to accept the proposal. 

21/37 To consider an update on the overgrown grass verge near to Sandford Close: the parish 

council had already sent out an email to consult about this but it was missed. Therefore there was a 

decision to communicate again with parishioners and Cllr Lowries who first raised this concern. The 

Clerk to put a halt on a previous communication with Highways in order to put a halt on the 

instruction to include it in their mowing routine. 

21/38 To consider how many wreaths to order for the forthcoming Remembrance Sunday: Cllr 

Stockdale enumerated the various wreaths that will be laid. There are enough spare wreaths to 

furnish the parish council with its own wreath which will be laid by the Chairman of the parish 

council, at the village hall on 14.11.21 at 10.30 a.m. There will also be a service plus refreshments 

21/39 To receive an update on the parish council and village hall newly-formed Working Group: 

This item was covered in item 21/29 

21/40 To consider an update from the parish council representative on the village hall 

committee: Cllr Moore said that a recent insurance inspection was very complimentary. On the 15th 

October the village hall committee will have its AGM and it will take the form of a public meeting. 

Cllr Moore said that she had been made very welcome and she noticed how attractive the village 

hall looks -  it was obvious that very good use had been made of Lockdown time to improve the 

fabric of the building. There are some very positive initiatives going on at the village hall and 

Councillor Moore urges everyone to attend the upcoming AGM 

21/41 To consider Financial Statement 1: This statement was explained by the Clerk 

21/42 To consider authorising the following payments: 

59.99   Annual renewal of Microsoft 365 60.00 Councillor Training on Data Protection 



240.00 External Auditor’s fee             Salaries for September 

              Clerk’s expenses  48.64 Web site costs         

 

21/43 To note the correspondence which has come in: There was a letter of thanks for the gift 

that the pc made to the welcome signs designer and emails from the church treasurer and the head 

teacher of a local school. The first email concerned an enquiry into Highways’ mowing schedule and 

a request for a donation. The second email concerned a request for advice referring to where to 

erect a shed on the allotments. The council decided how to respond to these two emails: 

• The Clerk said that she had contacted Highways bur could not obtain a mowing schedule 

from them. Concerning the request for a donation, this will go ahead this year but next year 

the parish council would like some more details about how the donation is to be spent  

• Concerning the request for clarification as to where a shed could be placed on the Henry 

Chadwick School plot, the clerk is to write to the head teacher to explain that things are not 

at all clear concerning sheds on the allotments because the Tenancy Agreement does not 

mention a ban on sheds but one of the Councillors thought that when the allotments were 

set up, there was a ban on sheds. The problem is that the clerk cannot find anything about 

the allotments in the archives. One person has got round the problem by erecting a small 

tool shed- a bit like a sentry box. This is probably the way to go considering the uncertainty 

around the idea of erecting a shed. 

21/44 To note the date of the next parish council meeting: 21.10.21 

The meeting finished at 21.57 

List of actions to be carried out: 

Item number Person 
responsible 

Action 

21/27 The Chair? Put a write up on the MRPC website and/or Facebook page 
concerning Cllr Barnett’s possible donation of £300  

21/28 The chair? Put a write up on the MRPC web site and / or Facebook 
concerning reporting suspected HS2 vehicles who are coming 
through the village, even if they are poorly Labelled as HS2  

21/29 The Clerk 
 
The Clerk 

The village welcome signs: continue to ascertain if planning 
permission is required from Highways and LDC Planning 
Have a look at the minutes of the recent vh and pc Working 
Group meeti8ng to see how each point raised could be tackled 

21/30 The Clerk Continue to ask the LDC Planning Department whether 
planning permission will have to be sought to erect the adult 
gym equipment on a strip of land – possible at the village hall 
and consult with the village hall committee 

21/31 The Clerk Ask the rights of Way Team how to register the permitted path 
as a footpath. 

21/35 The Clerk Contact a local internal auditor who has an excellent 
reputation, to ask him how much it would cost for him to be 
the internal Auditor for Mavesyn Ridware Parish Council  

21/43 The Clerk 
 
The Clerk 

Write to the Church Treasurer to ask her to put in  a request 
for funds and to warn her about the new system next year 
Write to the head teacher of Henry Chadwick School to explain 
the situation with erecting a shed on the school allotment 



General The Clerk Forward a copy of the Financial Regulations that are on the 
MRPC lap top 

 


