
 

 

MAVESYN RIDWARE PARISH COUNCIL 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

THURSDAY 21st OCTOBER 2021 

MINUTES 

Present: Cllr Jones (Chair), Cllr Harris (Vice Chair), Cllr Lowries, Cllr Moore, Cllr Stockdale and Cllr 

Vernon plus Ward Councillor Cllr Barnett and County Councillor Cllr R. Cox 

Public Participation: 9 members of the public were present 

Resident 1 said that it seems as if the two visiting Councillors were in harmony with what most 

villagers want in terms of the permissive footpath, but he cannot  necessarily say the same about the 

parish council . He also expressed the view that if adult gym equipment is installed, he does not 

think that adults will use it. Another member of the public responded to this last comment saying 

that she has taken groups of teenagers to the park at Brereton and Ravenhill. First of all it was used 

simply as a meeting place but when it was explained to them exactly how to use the equipment, 

usage went up. Cllr Moore said that four different groups of children have already expressed an 

interest in using this equipment, probably after school and other groups will use it during the day. 

Resident 2 wanted to highlight the problem of HGV’s going through the village, at great speed 

whether empty or full. Cllr Stockdale said that she had received some information about this topic 

and that she has been in touch with HS2. She mentioned the name of the company whose lorries 

come through the village at speed. This company is not subcontracted by HS2. She reminded 

everyone that HS2 gave an assurance that no HS2 lorries will be coming through the village. She 

appealed to residents to let her know if  any AFS and Green and Sunbelt vehicles come through the 

village. These are 8-wheelers and are 8-tonne lorries who tend to end up at Handsacre. Cllr Lowries 

said that if Staffordshire County Council has a traffic plan, then residents should know about it. Cllr 

Stockdale said that lots of people have seen Network Rail vehicles. However, the work that Network 

Rail was scheduled to complete should have been completed by now as the designated 18 week 

period is over. 

21/45 To receive apologies: There were no apologies  

21/46 To receive Declarations of Interest: Cllr Lowries declared an interest in 21/58 

21/47 To consider requests for dispensations under the Localism Act 2011: Cllr Lowries was 

granted a dispensation to speak about item 21/58   

21/48 To consider co-opting a local resident onto MRPC:    Neil Cox gave a brief introduction 

about himself and then a secret ballot was held which resulted in a unanimous vote to co-opt Neil 

onto MRPC. Neil then went to take his place amongst the other Councillors 

21/49 To consider and agree the minutes of the ordinary meeting of the council on 23.9.21: It 

was RESOLVED to accept the minutes. PROPOSED by Cllr Vernon. SECONDED by Cllr Stockdale 

21/50 To note the Clerk’s report: the Clerk’s report was noted 



 

 

21/51 To consider an update by the Ward Councillor: Cllr Barnett handed round a document 

entitled: “Vegetation clearance work at Pipe Ridware”. She then spoke about Bank Farm saying that 

the applicant has taken on board the current allegations and has employed a professional person to 

help him. The enforcement decision date from LDC has now been extended until the 29th October. 

Cllr Barnett said that she had £200 left to give out to worthy causes.  

21/52 To consider an update by a County Councillor: Shortly there will be a traffic survey 

undertaken at Hill Ridware which will inform SCC about speed, volume and size of vehicles coming 

through the village. The data will be used as evidence if required. The signage that has been erected 

in Kings Bromley and Yoxall is experimental. There has been an undertaking that Wood End Lane is 

to be upgraded to an A road – only A and B roads get gritted. HGV’s over 7.5 tonnes should not be 

going through Handsacre because there is a weight restriction. One Councillor asked Cllr R Cox if 

there was an updated Traffic Plan because if so, the parish council should be made aware of it. In Cllr 

Cox’s election address in May, he said that he wanted to liaise with each parish in the Lichfield Rural 

West area. He wants to be in regular contact with the Chairs and Clerks of all parishes in that area in 

order to work collaboratively. Cllr Cox still has a pot of money (£300) and the closing date for bids is 

31st October. As a spin-off to what Cllr Cox was saying one of the village hall trustees spoke about 

“Community Speed Watch”. More volunteers are required and those volunteers need to be  trained. 

21/53 Councillor update on allocated projects:  

Cllr Vernon – Church Land 

The parish council understands that the land which was purchased by five residents, is now going to 

be offered to the Parochial Church Council to take over and used as extra burial ground. However 

the PCC does not have access to funds that a parish council could have access to, if required. This 

problem has been going on for 17 years and there is a general feeling that something will have to be 

done about the lack of burial space, soon 

Cllr Stockdale – HS2 – already discussed 

Cllr Stockdale – Parish Signs 

Cllr Stockdale has recently found out that a lot of paperwork needs to be filled out and permits 

issued if the erection of the four parish boundary signs is to go ahead. In addition, it will cost 

approximately £4,000 to install the signs and this might make the project prohibitively expensive. 

Would it be more cost-effective to have just 3 signs? There is also a possibility that the paperwork 

costs could be waived if MRPC obtains an exemption from paying them 

Cllr Harris – the parish council / village hall working group 

Everyone is aware of the problems now and every avenue is being investigated 

Cllr Moore – Installation of adult gym equipment 

This is work in progress 

 



 

 

Cllr Moore -Trent Valley 

Cllr Moore said that this project was at a standstill at the moment 

Cllr Moore – Youth Club 

There are to be four taster sessions before Christmas for the young people of Hill Ridware. A 

decision as to whether to proceed will depend on how those sessions go. 

Cllr Lowries – The Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr Lowries spoke about this in item 21/68 

21/54 To consider a resolution to pay Highways the £15,000 that the council agreed to pay as its 

contribution to the second lot of traffic calming measures in the village. MRPC is still awaiting this 

invoice: some residents are saying that the £15,000 contribution has already been made but the 

Clerk confirmed that that was for the first lot of traffic-calming measures – the raised roundabout 

and the pedestrian crossing. It was RESOLVED to pay the £15,000 when MRPC receives an invoice. 

PFROPOSED by Cllr Moore. SECONDED by Cllr Jones 

21/55 To consider a resolution to appoint Alan Toplis’ company to carry out the internal audit 

during the financial year 2021/22: it was RESOLVED to appoint Alan Toplis’ company. PROPOSED by 

Cllr Jones. SECONDED by Cllr Vernon 

21/56 To consider a resolution to send a donation to the British Legion (in lieu of buying wreaths 

from them): It was RESOLVED to send a donation of £100. PROPOSED by Cllr Vernon. SECONDED by 

Cllr Moore. The Clerk to be informed of the correct details for the cheque to be raised. 

21/57 To consider if MRPC would like to introduce a grant award system for 2022/23: The Clerk 

outlined the reasons for adopting this system. It is a convenient way for parish councils to make 

donations where they have no other power to use in order to make the donation. N.B. no monies 

should be paid out unless a council is sure under what power the donation Is going to be made. The 

Clerk made the point that it was obvious that MRPC had used this system in the past. Cllr Vernon 

supported the idea and then there was a vote. Everyone voted in favour of adopting this system 

except for Cllr Moore who objected very strongly. 

21/58 To consider the feedback to MRPC on case no. OfW – 033329 and to consider passing a 

resolution for Cllr Lowries to be the main point of contact in this case: Cllr Lowries explained what 

had happened so far (his paper on this is attached to the minutes). There is a glimmer of hope now 

that the flooding problem can be solved, and he has received some timescales. There have already 

been some mitigation measures carried out on two properties in Sandford Close.  There was a 

RESOLUTION that Cllr Lowries be the main point of contact. PROPOSED by Cllr Jones. SECONDED by 

Cllr Vernon. 

21/59 To consider the MRPC Half-year budget review: The Clerk took everyone through this 

review, saying that in every area except for one, the council was either on target or had underspent 

according to the budget forecast. The one area of overspend was the fee for making the MRPC web 

site accessible but it was thought that not enough money had been budgeted for, to satisfy this very 

important requirement. 



 

 

21/60 To consider what Councillors want to be covered in next year’s precept demand, over and 

above current commitments: the following possible budget items that were put forward were: 

• Cost of the paperwork and installation for the parish boundary signs 

• Cost associated with making a grant application to fund specialists to take the 

Neighbourhood Plan forward. 

• Cost of advertising and completing the Circular Walk project 

• Kissing gate installations 

N.B. The Clerk would like to add the following considerations: 

• The cost of paying an annual water bill charge from the allotments 

• A new noticeboard (it has been mentioned that the current one is not in a satisfactory 

condition) 

21/61 To consider the situation with the parish council run allotments: the Clerk said that the 

situation is not really satisfactory at the moment since she has not got a list of allotment holders and 

she does not know when the  bills are sent out and what they cover. It was agreed that this situation 

should be rectified and a local resident and a Councillor will be working on this.   

21/62 To choose one of the two Codes of Conduct that were distributed to Councillors recently, 

to adopt and sign: It was agreed to defer this item to the November meeting 

21/63 To make a final decision as to who will accompany the playground inspection in late 

November / early December: The Clerk will be in attendance as will the caretaker, Cllr Lowries and 

Cllr Moore if a convenient date can be chosen. 

21/64 To consider what actions to take following receipt of the minutes from the August meeting 

of the vh/pc working group meeting:   many possible actions are on hold considering that the Clerk 

spoke to a solicitor at the Clerks’ conference and MRPC is waiting for her to get back to them. 

However, progress is being made since MRPC received the yearly report and accounts from the 

village hall committee following their recent AGM.  

21/65 To consider giving consent to the Clerk to apply for an additional post: it was RESOLVED to 

allow the Clerk to apply for an additional post. PROPOSED by Cllr Lowries. SECONDED by Cllr 

Stockdale. 

21/66 To consider planning application 21/01620/FULM – installation of a solar farm on land to 

the west of  Stoneyford Lane, Blithbury: The council had received a copy of an objection to the 

application from a local resident and it was thought that the objection was very succinct. Cllr N Cox 

explained that this would be a second application for the installation of a solar farm since one from 

nearby had already been received. He then went into more detail concerning 21/01260/FULM. After 

the council had received this Councillors written notes on the application it was decided to object to 

it. N.B. These comments have been forwarded to the planning department of LDC and will be placed 

on their Planning Portal 

21/67 To receive an update on the parish council and village hall newly formed working group:  

this item was discussed earlier in the meeting. 



 

 

21/68 To make arrangements to feed back the findings from the Neighbourhood Plan 

questionnaire to the parish:  Cllr Lowries suggested the format that MRPC should adopt to feedback 

these findings – three public meetings where results will be on display. He also said that from those 

occasions it is hoped to recruit a steering group. It is hoped that there will be two meetings in the 

same week – one during the day  

21/69 To consider an update from the parish council representative on the  village hall committee: 

Cllr Moore referred to some exciting projects that the village hall committee has in mind for the 

future. The normal volume of hirers has now been attained. The accounts are very sound. 

21/70 To consider Financial Statement 2: This item was deferred as the bank statement had not 

yet arrived 

21/71 To consider authorising the following payments (see below): it was RESOLVED to authorise 

the payments. PROPOSED by Cllr Vernon. SECONDED by Cllr Jones 

£355.00    plus VAT SLCC Clerks’ conference £           clerk’s salary October 

21.25         hire of hall 23.9.21 £           caretaker’s salary October 

8.50            hire of hall 13.8.21 £           Clerk’s expenses October 

283.00       cost of course for Chairman £48.64 web site expenses October 

1,000.00    donation to the church burial ground     
as per the precept 

£           tax on three months’ salaries 

240.00        C&L Landscapes September grass   

 

21/72 To note the correspondence which has come through (two items):  

One item was from a local resident who had made his points known during Public Participation 

concerning the permissive footpath. The rest of his communication concerned the overgrown grass 

verge near to Sandford Close. He had managed to ascertain that everyone wants this cutting back. 

The second item  concerned planning application 21/01256/FUH. (This item had come in too late to 

put it on the agenda). However, it was discussed, and the council has since forwarded some 

reservations about the application to LDC. Again, these will be available on the Planning Portal 

21/73 To note the date of the next parish council meeting: 18.11.21 

Actions: 

Person responsible Action 

The Clerk Fill in the Declarations of Interest Book 

The Clerk Obtain the correct contact details for the British Legion 

The Clerk Inform Alan Toplis Associates that there was a resolution to appoint his 
company as internal auditors for the year 2021/22 

 

 


