
WHAT IS A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN?
  A Plan which sets out policies in relation to the 

development and use of land in the whole, or any part 
of, a particular neighbourhood area specified by the 
Plan. In our case the Neighbourhood Plan will cover  
the Parish of Mavesyn Ridware.

  A community led plan to help guide development, 
regeneration and conservation in an area.

  The Local Plan prepared by Lichfield District Council 
provides the strategic policies and strategic allocations 
for development. The Neighbourhood Plan will 
provide details below this, in the format of additional 
allocations, designations and more detailed policies 
that are locally relevant to our Parish. 

What can a Neighbourhood Plan do?

IT CAN

  Identify areas of protection from inappropriate development.

  Identify locally distinct policies for shaping the form  
of development.

  Identify development proposals in addition to those  
contained within Lichfield District Council’s Local Plan.

  Identify infrastructure improvements needed to  
support development.

What can a Neighbourhood Plan not do?

IT CAN’T

  Improve general improvements to existing services such  
as telephones, highways maintenance and sewerage.  
These are covered by other bodies.

  The Neighbourhood Plan cannot be used to resist planned 
development that Lichfield District Council identifies for 
Mavesyn Ridware Parish in their Local Plan.

Why develop a Neighbourhood Plan?
  Can create policies to address local issues that are not 

covered in the Lichfield District Local Plan.

  Parish Council’s with a Neighbourhood Plan will receive 
25% of any Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) arising 
from development within the Parish (£55 per square metre 
of development for new homes).

  All planning decisions are considered against a 
Development Plan. Lichfield District does not yet have an 
up-to-date Local Plan in place. This means we are more 
susceptible to unplanned development within the Parish.

  It provides a further level of protection against unplanned 
development if Lichfield District Council fails to 
demonstrate a 5 year supply of deliverable housing sites. 
We are particularly vulnerable in this Parish as we have no 
Green Belt protection unlike the majority of land elsewhere 
within Lichfield District.

  The Neighbourhood Plan will form part of this Development 
Plan and provide a range of policies and proposals to direct 
future change within the Parish. All planning applications 
will be considered against the Neighbourhood Plan.

How will the preparation of the  
Neighbourhood Plan be funded?
  The Parish Council has secured a Government Grant. 

Therefore, the cost of preparing the Plan should not use any 
Parish Council funds.

  The preparation of the Plan will be supported by a company 
called Urban Vision. They will help draft the plan and help 
us through the process.

  The Neighbourhood Plan will need to be underpinned by 
evidence to justify our policies and proposals and further 
technical assistance has been secured from AECOM.



What will the Neighbourhood Plan cover?
The Neighbourhood Plan will cover a period of time from 
2023 to 2040 and will contain the following  
outline structure:

  Description of the Neighbourhood Area,  
i.e. the Parish History

  Identification of the Local Issues

  Vision and Objectives – how we see the Parish in 2040

  Overall Planning Strategy for the Parish

  Policies covering the following topic areas:

 - Residential Development  
  (including overall local need and design)

 - Employment and Local Facilities

 - Climate Change and Energy Generation

 - Landscape and Nature

 - Design Quality

 - Heritage

 - Movement and Active Travel

 - Burial Ground

  - Infrastructure Priorities

The Neighbourhood Plan is a land use planning tool. Any 
issues that fall outside of the remit of ‘land use planning’ will 
inform an action plan, to be provided to the Parish Council. 
Some of the issues identified will need signposting to other 
bodies such as Staffordshire County Council or utilities 
providers where necessary.

What has been achieved to date and  
what are the next steps?
  The Parish was designated as a Neighbourhood 

Development Plan Area on 16th December 2019.  
This designation allows for a Neighbourhood Plan  
to be prepared.

  A Household Survey was sent to every household in  
the Parish in 2021 to identify a range of issues to be 
considered through a Neighbourhood Plan.

  A Steering Group to formulate the plan for the  
Parish Council was established in Summer 2022.

  Grant support for preparing the Neighbourhood Plan  
was secured in September 2022 and consultants have  
been appointed. 

  The local housing needs and character assessment 
evidence is due to be completed by the end of 2022.

  It is the intention to have a draft Neighbourhood Plan 
prepared in Spring 2023 which will be subject to local 
consultation. This draft will be informed by your views  
and evidence produced.

  Once we are happy with the Neighbourhood Plan, the 
Parish Council will submit it to Lichfield District Council  
who will undertake a 6 week formal consultation.

  Following this six week consultation an independent 
examiner will be appointed by Lichfield District Council  
to consider the plan.

  A referendum will be undertaken in the Parish to either 
approve or reject the plan.

  Adoption by Lichfield District Council provided the 
referendum accepts the plan.



our vision
What is our Vision for Mavesyn Ridware  
Parish to 2040?
The following draft Vision and supporting Objectives  
have been prepared based upon the feedback from the 
household survey. We would welcome your feedback.

objectives

1  PROTECT AND ENHANCE COMMUNITY FACILITIES

  a. School

  b. Village Hall

  c. Pub

  d. Bowls Club

  e. Football Pitch

  f. Allotments

  g. Green Space

2  IMPROVE CONNECTIVITY

  a. Public Rights of Way

3  MEET LOCAL HOUSING NEEDS

  a. Development must meet needs

4  ACHIEVE A STRONG COMMUNITY SPIRIT

5  PROTECT HERITAGE

6  IMPROVE AND INCREASE BIODIVERSITY / HABITAT

7  MAINTAIN THE RURAL CHARACTER

8  DEVELOP A SUSTAINABLE AND PROSPEROUS PARISH

  a. Separate Identity for the Parish as a Whole

  b. Inclusion of All Four Villages

9  IMPROVE INFRASTRUCTURE

(Order is not a ranking)

draft vision

The residents of Mavesyn Ridware 
Parish want to protect the identity of 
their separate villages and support 
them to become stronger, safer and 
more sustainable communities.

In achieving this, Mavesyn Ridware 
Parish will become better connected, 
with Hill Ridware representing a hub 
through the provision of a wider range 
of services for residents and visitors.

Development will be supported  
where it meets identified local 
needs, can be supported by existing 
or improved infrastructure and is 
necessary to support the viability  
of our distinct communities. 

This will be achieved while protecting 
Mavesyn Ridware Parish’s unique 
character and distinct qualities which 
will include preserving and enhancing 
the character of buildings, open 
spaces and other valued community 
facilities in each village and protecting 
the Parish-wide habitat features and 
landscape quality.



housing
What is our housing requirement?
The Office for National Statistics (ONS) mid-2020 population 
estimate for Mavesyn Ridware Parish considers there are 
1,229 individuals living in the District, showing an increase of 
101 individuals (8.9%) since the 2011 Census.

In 2011 there were 446 homes within the Parish (2011 Census). 
There has been some housing development in the Parish since 
2011, including the development of 89 new homes.

Lichfield District Council is preparing a new Local Plan for the 
district to 2040. This proposes the delivery of a minimum of 
9,727 new homes across the district between 2018 and 2040 
(average of 442 per year). The majority of these homes are 
directed to Lichfield City, the edges of Rugeley and Tamworth 
and the larger villages of Fradley, Fazeley and Whittington. 
Mavesyn Ridware Parish is classed as ‘rural.’ Within the  
rural areas Lichfield District Council expects 5% of the  
9,727 homes to be delivered.

Proportionately this would result in Mavesyn Ridware Parish 
needing to deliver 33 homes between 2023 and 2040  
(0.3% of Local Plan target). 

An alternative calculation has been undertaken by our 
consultants to determine a housing requirement for the  
Parish based solely on population projections. This results 
in a lower requirement of 19 dwellings for the Parish to be 
delivered between 2023 and 2040. The evidence recommends 
this is the most appropriate housing requirement we should 
plan for within the Neighbourhood Plan.

What type of homes do we need?
Detached, large homes are prominent within the Parish due to 
our rural character with many homes under-occupied (83.2% 
of homes have at least one spare bedroom). By 2040 we are 
likely to have an older population and a decrease in household 
size. In addition, house prices in the Parish are higher than 
those in the wider District and affordability is a key issue.

The evidence concludes that there is a need for 1 to 3 
bedroom homes to attract newly forming households (couples 
and young families) and older people looking to downsize. 
This would also help balance the stock of existing homes 
within the Parish.

The emerging Local Plan requires between 25% and 40% of 
new homes, on sites of 10 or more homes, to be delivered as 
affordable (which includes social rented, shared ownership 
and the Government’s new First Home’s tenures). It would be 
difficult for the Neighbourhood Plan to change this requirement. 

The evidence also highlights a need for specialist homes 
for older people within the Parish but recognises that the 
Mavesyn Ridware Parish may not represent the most suitable 
and sustainable location for these specialist homes. 

Where should new homes be located  
within the Parish?
The Neighbourhood Plan can allocate a housing site or sites 
to ensure our housing requirement can be met. Allocating 
a site or sites gives us further protection from unplanned 
housing development. If we were to consider allocating 
housing sites, we need to understand what land options are 
available and all sites identified would need to be assessed 
for their suitability. Only areas that are within or adjacent to 
existing village boundaries would be considered. A number 
of sites have already been put forward to Lichfield District 
Council however there will be an opportunity for local 
landowners to put forward additional suggestions.

Proposed development 
strategy in emerging 

Lichfield District  
Local Plan

If we were to identify a site or sites to  
deliver 19 homes over the next 17 years,  
where should these be located?



green spaces
What green spaces should we look to protect?
National guidance allows communities to identify and protect 
green areas of particular importance to them. These local 
green spaces need to be:

  Reasonably close to the community is serves;

  Demonstrably special to a local community and  
 holds particular significance; and

  Local in character and not an extensive tract of land.

The following sites have been identified as potential  
local green spaces important to local communities  
within the Parish:

Do you agree the sites identified should be 
designated as local green spaces?

Are there any other sites you think  
should be included?



other topics
design
Consultants have been commissioned to prepare a design 
code for the Parish. The purpose of the Design Code is to 
provide an appreciation of the existing character of villages 
within Mavesyn Ridware Parish and to create a set of  
design policies that would apply to any future development 
within the Parish.

This document will provide an assessment of local 
character through:

  Providing an overview of the historic growth of our villages. 

  Identifying our listed buildings and conservation areas.

  Considering landscape character and biodiversity.

  Identifying key constraints such as areas at risk of flooding.

  Establishing key movement corridors and connectivity  
 with local facilities.

  Setting out the common features that can be  
 identified within the Parish.

The document will establish a number of aims and design 
principles to guide development proposals. Design principles 
will include building materials, sustainable design, biodiversity 
net gain and resilience to climate change.

Heritage
The Parish of Mavesyn Ridware includes the Mavesyn 
Ridware Conservation Area and a number of Listed Buildings 
of national importance. The Neighbourhood Plan has an 
opportunity to identify additional ‘locally listed buildings’ 
that should be afforded some level of protection for historic 
or architectural interest, good design quality or make a 
significant contribution to the character of our Parish.

Other Topics
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group is currently 
collecting evidence on a range of other topics to inform 
policies to be included within the draft Neighbourhood Plan. 
There will be further opportunity for comment in 2023.

What defines the character 
of our Parish and villages?

How should development  
respond to existing character?

Are there any buildings that you  
think are worthy of local listing?

What other development and  
land use topics should we consider?


