
 

 

MAVESYN RIDWARE PARISH COUNCIL 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

THURSDAY 16TH JUNE 2022 

MINUTES 

Present: Cllr Jones (Chair), Cllr Birchall, Cllr N. Cox, Cllr Lowries, Cllr Moore, Cllr Stockdale and Cllr   

Vernon 

5 members of the public were present 

Public Participation:  

Resident 1 asked if the MRPC Standing Orders were based on the NALC Standing Orders. The Clerk 

replied that they were. 

Resident 2 represented the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and he requested that the 

approved minutes of their meetings be sent to all Councillors and put onto a dedicated page on the 

MRPC web site. This was agreed 

22/157 To receive apologies: apologies had been received from Ward Councillor S. Barnett 

22/158 To receive Declarations of Interest: there were no Declarations of Interest 

22/159 To consider Requests for Dispensations under the Localism Act 2011: The were no requests  

22/160 To consider and agree the minutes of the ordinary meeting of the council and of the 

Annual Meeting of the Council on 19.5.22: it was RESOLVED to accept both sets of minutes. 

PROPOSED by Cllr Vernon. SECONDED by Cllr Birchall 

22/161 To note the Clerk’s report: The Clerk’s report was referred to at appropriate times during 

the meeting  

22/162 To consider an update by a Ward Councillor: No Ward Councillor was present 

22/163 To consider an update by a County Councillor: no County Councillor was present 

22/164 To discuss a staffing issue:  

Standing Orders were suspended at 7.46 p.m. to allow the caretaker (about whom this item was 

concerned) to speak. He said that he assumed that this item was about his pay and that he would 

prefer it if this item was dealt with in front of members of the public. The Clerk said that she did not 

think that it was right for an employee’s salary to be discussed in public. However Cllr Vernon 

PROPOSED  RESOLUTION 1 that MRPC should acquiesce to the caretaker’s wish i.e. that this issue be 

discussed in open council.  There was some discussion and then Cllr Jones PROPOSED RESOLUTION 2 

that the matter should be discussed at the end of the meeting in “Confidential” with the caretaker 

present. 



 

 

RESOLUTION 1       A vote was taken and there were 2 Cllrs for this and 4 Cllrs against this with 1 

abstention. 

RESLUTION 2 a vote was taken and there were 7 Cllrs for this and 0 Cllrs against. Therefore this item 

was moved to “Confidential” and was dealt with, with the caretaker present 

 

22/165 To consider taking a resolution to re-appoint Alan Toplis Associates as the internal Auditor 

for the year 2022/23: The Chair explained that there were two options here: re-appoint Alan Toplis 

OR go out for three quotes. Another Councillor said that it was important to get like-for-like quotes 

in terms of the level of service offered. The Clerk mentioned that Alan Toplis always outlines what 

aspects of finance he examines and that this could be taken as a job description for all Internal 

Auditors approached. 

RESOLUTION 1 which was to re-appoint Alan Toplis as the Internal Auditor for 2022/23 – 0 Cllrs 

voted for this and 7 Cllrs voted against this 

RESOLIUTION 2 which was for the Clerk to get three like-for-like quotes from Internal Auditors for 

2022/23. 7 Cllrs voted for this and 0 Cllrs voted against 

N.B. “Like-for-like” here means getting someone with the same qualifications and offering the same 

service and reporting back system 

22/166 To note the correspondence which has come in: four letters were read out, as follows: 

Letter 1 This was from a resident concerning two recent 
applications made by HS2 recently to build a 
number of mitigation ponds in the area: he 
believes that this is a good thing but worries 
because the maintenance of these ponds will 
be the responsibility of landowners who do not 
always take their responsibilities seriously 

The point was made that the 
Environment Agency should 
monitor the implementation of 
the proposal. The Clerk was 
asked to raise the question of 
monitoring to HS2  

Letter 2 This was from a resident who is worried about 
the future of some cherry trees which are on 
the border of a resident’s property and 
Highways-owned land. The reason that he is 
worried is that these trees are in danger of 
being felled or cut back severely as the home-
owner has complained that the trees are 
adversely affecting the performance of his solar 
panels   

MRPC was sympathetic. At the 
moment there is unregulated 
growth on these trees. 
However there is nothing a 
parish council can do because 
the trees are not TPO’s. The 
Clerk was asked to respond to 
the resident by saying that this 
matter has already been 
referred to the home-owner 
and the County Councillor. 

Letter 3 This letter was from a former Clerk who gave 
some details about the history of the village 
hall. She asked some questions about the 
whereabouts of the physical minutes from 
village hall meetings and parish council 
meetings 

The Clerk to send a reply 



 

 

Letter 4 This was from The Spatial and Delivery Office 
LDC (Section 106 monies) and referred to the 
full £71,054.19p that MRPC received in order to 
commission the current playground. 
£4,897.19p was returned to LDC because these 
funds were deemed not to be needed at the 
time.  However this sum is still available for 
playground repairs etc. but the application 
form is being re-vamped 

MRPC has asked that the re-
vamped form is passed to 
them before October 2022 
which is the deadline for MRPC 
to say what CiL monies have 
been spent this year. MRPC 
would appreciate the 
opportunity to claim both from 
Section 106 and CiL reserves* 

 

*N.B. CiL = Community Infrastructure Levy 

22/167 To consider updates on previous council resolutions and decisions: 

• The grass cutting schedule: The Clerk said that it had become obvious that the spec that was 

sent to our current providers was inadequate – not all areas that were traditionally cut were 

included so it is a matter of updating the spec and going back to our providers to see if this 

will have a cost implication. The Clerk said that she had asked the Chairman of the Village 

Hall to help with this. The Clerk asked if she had Council-backing to update the spec and so a 

vote was taken. 7 Cllrs were in favour of updating the spec and 0 Cllrs were in favour of not 

updating the spec  

• Highways issues on Church Lane (and Fozzy Lane): The Clerk enumerated the problems – 

pot holes, disappearing road edges, ruts in the road and mud. Councillors said that there was 

also a flooding problem on the corner of Church Lane by Bank Farm. The Clerk said that she 

was meeting County Councillor R Cox to walk down Church Lane  to discuss the problems 

and what could be done about them, on Friday 24th June. It is doubtful if anything can be 

done because, apparently, there are insufficient funds to get anything done at the moment. 

• The wording on the playground signage: Everyone had agreed the wording at a previous 

meeting but one Cllr had strongly suggested that MRPC gets the view of village hall Trustees 

regarding who to contact in the event of an accident – the Chairman of the vh committee 

has already been asked about this and will get back to MRPC about it. It was decided that 

this issue should feature as an agenda item on the next vh/pc working group agenda.  

22/168  To consider taking a resolution to develop a MRPC Communication Strategy and to 

decide how to do this: It was RESOLVED to develop a Communication Strategy. PROPOSED by 

Cllr Birchall. SECONDED by Cllr Moore. There were 6 votes in support of the resolution and 1 

abstention. It was decided to place this on the next agenda.  

22/169  To consider how to spend the extra £7,000 that has been recouped from the 

Community Infrastructure Levy for 2022/23: Some of the ideas mentioned in the Clerk’s report 

were spoken about and there was a question as to whether some of the things that the Clerk 

had mentioned would have a cost implication. However it was decided not to commit the 

council to any further spending until a long term strategic plan had been constructed 

22/170  To consider taking a resolution to work more closely with community groups and to 

decide how to do this: there was a RESOLUTION to work more closely with community groups. 

PROPOSED by Cllr Moore. SECONDED by Cllr N Cox. There was a suggestion that the problems 



 

 

could possibly be solved  by nominating one Cllr to liaise with 1 community group after research 

into the issue had been carried out by the council. This issue will also go onto the next agenda. 

22/171  To consider the quote for the weed suppressant trench around the perimeter of the 

playground (deferred from 19.5.22): It was RESOLVED to get three quotes in total for this work. 

PROPOSED by Cllr N Cox. SECONDED by Cllr Moore. The Clerk to email Cllrs for suggestions of 

which other companies to contact 

22/172  To consider taking a resolution that the school should / should not pay the annual rent 

charge for their allotment and to consider what will happen if the school does not sign the 

latest allotment tenancy agreement: It was RESOLVED that the school should not pay for their 

allotment. PROPOSED by Cllr Jones.  6 Cllrs voted in favour. O Cllrs voted against and 1 Cllr 

abstained. There was a suggestion that a new tenancy agreement for the school should be 

forwarded to Cllr Stockdale who will liaise with the school and get it signed. 

22/173  To consider taking a resolution that MRPC should fund next year’s BKVC entry: It was 

RESOLVED that MRPC should fund next year’s BKVC competition entry: PROPOSED by Cllr 

Vernon. SECONDED by Cllr Stockdale. The vote was unanimous 

22/174  To consider if the Clerk can have delegated powers to commission minor repairs on 

the playground: It was RESOLVED to grant the Clerk delegated powers to spend up to £100 on 

commissioning minor repairs on the playground. PROPOSED by Cllr Vernon. SECONDED  by Cllr N 

Cox. N.B. it is envisaged that these repairs will be carried out by the caretaker wherever possible, 

on receipt of the monthly playground inspection report   

22/175  To consider an update on the MRPC Neighbourhood Plan: the Steering Group has now 

had its second meeting. They are looking at the type of topics that need to be covered. Their 

intention is to meet on the second Monday of the month to tie in with MRPC meetings. 

22/176 To consider an update from the pc representative on the village hall committee: Now 

that the AGM has taken place, a copy of the Annual Accounts has been sent to the Clerk who 

should distribute them to everyone. The committee received a request from an allotment holder 

to use the toilet as she and her son have to travel from Hamstall Ridware and the request has 

been declined due to insurance reasons. The next meeting of the vh/pc meeting will be on the 

29th June at 8.00 p.m. The village hall Trustees are in receipt of a grant from the County 

Councillor.  

22/177  To consider updates from Cllrs on allocated projects: 

Cllr responsible Update 

Cllr Lowries The reviews need to move on to include Objectives and Success criteria. 
Cllr Lowries also spoke about Footpaths 32 and 33 

Cllr Vernon There is no update on the church land project except to say that Cllr 
Birchall has now been drafted in to help with this project 

Cllr Cox No update apart from what has been said about the Neighbourhood 
Plan. However, he did urge the Clerk to put pressure on the “Road 
Adoptions Team” to grant planning permission for the installation for the 
Queen’s Jubilee bench. SOs were suspended at 9.35 p.m. to allow a 
member of the public to report that the bench had now arrived and was 



 

 

being stored elsewhere. The Clerk to ascertain the name of the top 
person at”Road Adoptions” and to communicate the name to the 
Chairman 
 

Cllr Stockdale Cllr Stockdale is awaiting a response from a member of the HS2 Team 
regarding the likely timescale for the installation of the four parish signs. 
Once she has this information then the permits to dig can be issued. She 
will pursue this matter and the matter of exactly how the 
implementation of the mitigation ponds will be monitored    

Cllr Moore Cllr Moore gave an update on the Youth Club and gave a round-up of 
future activities including more social events  

Cllr Jones Cllr Jones reported that the Trivia Quiz which was carried out during the 
Queen’s Jubilee weekend proved to be very popular and there has been a 
request for a monthly quiz 

The Clerk There needs to be some research on the council’s legal position regarding 
the council-commissioned defibrillator which is attached to the village 
hall front wall. Cllr Vernon volunteered to get the name of a contact at 
West Midlands Ambulance Service 

 

22/178  To note Financial Statement 7: As time was pressing the Clerk advised everyone to read this 

statement and to contact her if there was anything that anyone did not understand.  

22/179  To authorise the following payments: It was RESOLVED to authorise the payments (see 

below) PROPOSED by Cllr Vernon. SECONDED by Cllr N Cox. The vote was unanimous 

22/180  To note the date of the next parish council meeting: 21.7.22 

At this point members of the public were asked to leave, apart from the caretaker, to allow the 

council to discuss item 22/164 under “Confidential” 

Councillors took a RESOLUTION concerning the caretaker’s hours and pay. PROPOSED by Cllr 

Lowries. SECONDED by Cllr Stockdale 

Authorised Payments:  

£201.66           Internal Audit 

£630.80           Salaries for June 2022  

£53.53              web site expenses  

£2,208.96        LDC dog and litter bin emptying for the year 2022/23 

£127.47           Clerk’s expenses: £7.20 petrol, £16.00 Home working, £104.27 refreshments served 
at 
                          The Annual Meeting of the Community       

 

 

 

Tasks Matrix 



 

 

 

Person  
responsible 

Task 

The Clerk To ensure that the version of Standing Orders on the MRPC 
web site is 100% accurate 

The Clerk Send the approved minutes from NP Steering Group meeting 
1 to all councillors 

The Chair Ensure that the approved minutes from NP Steering Group 
meetings go onto a dedicated page on the web site 

The Clerk Get three like-for-like quotes for the two internal audits for 
2022/23 

Cllr 
Stockdale 

Follow up with HS2 concerning likely dates for the installation 
of the four parish boundary signs and find out what the 
monitoring system is in the case of mitigation ponds 

The Clerk Respond to the resident who wrote about the cherry trees 

The Clerk Respond to the former Clerk who wrote to the council 

The Clerk Report back to MRPC after her walk down Church Lane with 
the County Councillor 

The Clerk Obtain two more quotes for the construction of the weed 
suppressant trench 

The Clerk Send a copy of the new tenancy agreement to Cllr Stockdale 
so that she can liaise with the school to hopefully get it signed 

The Clerk Communicate to the BKVC Group that MRPC will pay next 
year’s competition entry 

The Clerk Send a copy of the village hall’s latest Annual Accounts and 
Report to all Cllrs 

The Clerk  Circulate an updated grass mowing spec to all Cllrs once it has 
been received 

The Clerk Communicate to the school that their allotment rent is not 
required for 2022/23 

The Clerk Ascertain the name of the top person at “Road Adoptions” 
and communicate the name to the Chair to see if the 
application for planning permission to install a bench, can be 
progressed 

The Clerk Research the council’s legal position concerning the 
defibrillator 

Cllr Vernon Ascertain  the name of the top person at West Midlands 
Ambulance Service to pass to the Clerk ref. the defibrillator 

  


