
PRECEPT PLANNING DOCUMENT 1 – PREDICTED PARISH COUNCIL PAYMENTS 2022/23 

 2020/21 2021/22 2021/22 2021/22 2022/23 

Cost centre Actual Budget Spending in 
the first 6 
months 

Predicted end 
of year figure 

Budget 
forecast 

Salaries 9,280 10,000 4,434 8,336 10,000 

Insurance 886 800 770 770 800 

Subscriptions 204 390 390 390 400 

Councillor 
Training 

660 860 334 860 860 

Grass, Trees 
and hedges 

1,785 1,785 1960 1,960 4,000 

Dog and litter 
bin emptying 

988 2,153 1,794 1,794 2,200 

Burial Ground 
donation 

1,000 1,000 0.0 1,000 1,000 

Chairman’s 
Allowance 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 600 

Section 137 / 
donations 

1,172 1,100 850 850 1,400 

Audits 365 365 365 365 400 

Bank charges 72 72 18 72 80 

Web site costs 105 574 378 756 800 

sanitisers 180 240 32 64 100 

Playground 
inspections 

107 95 0.0 86 95 

competitions 115 115 0.0 0.0 100 

Hire of village 
hall 

0.0 360 87 360 360 

Clerk’s 
training 
budget 

0.0 745 745 745 800 

Parish Online 0.0 96 80 80 100 

Increase GR 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 500 

Admin 231 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Councillor 
projects and 
possible legal 
fees 

 0.0 0.0 0.0 1,405 

Totals 17,150 20,750 12,237 18,488 £26,000 

 

GR = General Reserve. This refers to the 25% of running costs that MRPC must keep. If the precept 

demand goes up to £26,000, there must be a reserve of £6,500, meaning an increase of £500  

N.B. One known expense in the category marked “Councillor Projects and possible legal fees” is £619 

for the installation of the four parish boundary signs. The rest of this fund will be for other projects 

and possible legal fees. 

N.B. The Chairman’s Allowance is for two donations that the parish council will make in Dec. 2022 



 

 

 

AS YOU WILL SEE FROM ABOVE, THERE IS NOT A GREAT DEAL OF MONEY TO PLAY WITH, 

ESPECIALLY CONCERNING COUNCILLOR PROJECTS SO I HAVE TWO POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS: 

Solution 1 

Increase the precept demand to £26,000. I do not know if this is possible yet because I am waiting 

for a figure from Lichfield LDC. It is called the Tax Base and, in theory, it is the number of households 

that will be contributing to the precept in Mavesyn Parish. If you use a particular formula, you can 

divide the precept demand by the tax base and miraculously get the amount of precept that each 

Band D property will pay. Then you can have a look at the increase / decrease from the previous year 

and compare the two figures so you get an actual increase and a percentage increase. I have this 

formula and will use it as soon as the figure comes through. In the Stafford area it comes in Nov. 

Solution 2 

Keep the precept demand at £25,000. This year it was£23,415. Bring in some more money for us to 

use. I would recommend decreasing the Playground Reserve by £1,000 leaving a reserve of £5,000  

General 

In addition, use £3,864 from the General Reserve which stands at £9,864 at the moment. N.B. 

£6,000 has got to be kept back because it represents 25% of one year’s running costs. 

 

Whichever solution is used (a Councillor could come up with Solution 3 if they can find any more 

money), with £29,864 to play with, there would be far more chance that at least some of the 

Councillor Projects could be completed or at least started, as follows: 

1. 29,864 total sum available if solutions 1 or 2 are used plus suggestions in “General” 

2. Take off the £25,000 that is needed to pay all bills next year 

3. This would leave MRPC with £4,864 for, possibly, councillor projects. 

I would suggest that the main contenders for this pot of money are: 

Name of project Likely cost What that money would buy 

Parish boundary signs £4,619 Paperwork and installation 

The Circular Walk £2,000 Advertising and completion 

New notice board £1,600 New notice board 

One new kissing gate £650 Purchase and installation costs 

Neighbourhood plan £500? Costs associated with making a 
grant application 

 



As you can see, even by using Solutions 1 or 2 AND the suggestions in the section marked General, 

there is still not enough money to go round. The decisions as to exactly what the £4,864  will be 

spent on, are  entirely Councillor decisions! 


