
REPORT ON THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COMMUNITY 

A list of residents’ requests and concerns followed by possible solutions 

1. Highways Issues: 

Church Lane is in an abominable state because of pot holes, an excess of mud on the 

road and dangerous road edges – all of which cause damage to vehicles, pedestrians 

and cyclists. There was an appeal to the parish council to approach Highways to get 

these problems sorted out. There should be an active management of heavy vehicles 

to Bank Farm and Highways should send out a vehicle to clear away the excess mud  

 

2. Parking on the Uttoxeter Road outside the village hall: 

People are parking on the road outside the village hall even though the vh car park is 

open. This causes traffic congestion, especially in the area of the speed bumps. 

There needs to be a way of encouraging village hall users to use the village hall car 

park so that there can be a free flow of traffic on the Uttoxeter Road which will 

increase road safety 

 

3. The BKV: 

MRPC has been advised that it cannot take ownership of the BKV. The problem of 

how to enter the BKVC Competition has been left to individuals to solve. The pc 

needs to verify the validity of the advice that it has been given and to answer the 

two questions? Can the pc fund the BKV? Can the pc take ownership of the BKV? 

 

4. The Appointment of a Community officer 

 

5. One of the pavements in Blithbury: 

This pavement is dangerous in winter when it is wet. It is full of moss and is slippery.  

 

6. Sandford Close: 

This problem relates to the verge running along Uttoxeter Road from Sharon Path to 

Burwood, behind properties on Sandford Close. This was identified as an area for 

environmental improvements. Although this area is now on the SCC mowing 

schedule, it does not get mowed very often and looks overgrown. 

 

7. School Gates: 

This is the same issue as in number 6. This land is owned by the school. 

 

8. Hawkhurst Footpath: 

This footpath is between the Uttoxeter Road and Hawkhurst.  

 

9. Convenience Store:  



There is a desire for a convenience store in the village 

Progress so far on these issues: 

 

Problem Action that has been taken so far and ideas for the future. 

1 One Cllr has got an assurance that one pothole will be filled. The Clerk 
has appealed to County Councillor Richard Cox for help. Clerks 
suggestion: there is a possibility that MRPC could pay for the clearance 
of an excess of mud 

2 Clerk’s suggestion: MRPC needs to be creative about this. The most 
obvious thing to do is to request double yellow lines to be placed in 
front of the VH but this is usually very hard to achieve 

3 The Clerk has done further research, especially concerning the way that 
Abbots Bromley parish council runs the BKV. Funding for the 
competition entry should not be a problem in the future. Further 
funding could be problematic due to the fact that public money cannot 
be paid into a private bank account. However, there still may be some 
mileage in  asking the BKVC what nursery they use as it is possible for 
the pc to make an arrangement to pay all the invoices for plants if they 
are sent to the pc directly. This happens in Colwich. This was suggested 
to one of the figures in the BKV before but was not taken up because 
the Clerk was given the impression that the BKV use lots of different 
nurseries. 
HOWEVER, THE BEST SOLUTION BY FAR, ACCORDING TO THE CLERK IS 
THAT MRPC SHOULD DEVELOP A FIVE YEAR LONG TERM PLAN WITH 
ONE OBJECTIVE  (out of many) OF HAVING A  GREATER INVOLVEMENT 
IN SOME COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS. IN THIS WAY MRPC COULD 
DEVOTE FUNDS FOR THIS SPECIFIC PURPOSE, THUS AVOIDING THE USE 
OF SECTION 137 RULES. AFTER ALL WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE GOT 
EXTRA FUNDS NOW AND THAT THIS IS PEFFECTLY POSSIBLE 
N.B. we need to have a really close working relationship with the BKV 
for lots of reasons but also, in case our Neighbourhood Plan is followed 
by a Green Infrastructure Plan in which case the BKV working in tandem 
with MRPC would be an effective way of delivering the Green 
Infrastructure Plan. 

4 The Clerk has yet to understand the full implications of this request 

5 County Councillor Richard Cox was shown photos of just how bad this 
pavement gets, at the Annual Meeting of the Community and I believe 
that he intends to do something about this. I will remind him about this 
shortly 

6 Apart from encouraging SCC Highways to mow this section more 
frequently, there seems to  be very little that can be done about this 
problem 

7 It is believed that this issue has now been solved 

8 This footpath is due to be strimmed by our new grounds contractors 

9 I am sure that this issue will come up in the context of the 
Neighbourhood Plan                                                           SVG 



 


