
Mavesyn Ridware Parish Council Neighbourhood Development Steering Committee 
 
Minutes of the Inaugural Meeting 23 May 2022 
 
Present 
Neil Cox 
Charles Moore 
Kevin Pratt 
Nigel Shepperson 
Roger Street 
Richard Yates 
Another member has volunteered but was not able to attend the meeting. 
 
Each member introduced themselves to the meeting. 
 
Status of the Steering Committee 
 
Setting up the Steering Committee was approved at the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 
19th May 2002. 
The steering committee will not handle any financial affairs. These will be handled by the Parish 
Council. 
The Steering Committee makes recommendations and produces a draft plan. The Parish Council 
decides on the outcome. 
The Parish includes Mavesyn Ridware, Hill Ridware, Pipe Ridware and Blithbury. 
A copy of a large-scale map of the Parish was requested. 
 
Action: 
Neil Cox to obtain a large-scale map of the Parish. 
 
Appointment of a Chair 
 
Nigel Shepperson volunteered to become the Chair. This was unopposed. 
 
Overview of the Neighbourhood Plan Process 
 
Neil Cox gave an overview of the Neighbourhood Plan Process. 
 
The first step in development of the plan has already been carried out by the Parish Council, when 
they sent a questionnaire out to all members of the Parish. One hundred and five responses were 
received, which gives a return rate of approximately 20 per cent. A copy of the analysis of the 
questionnaire results is available on the Parish Council website. 
file:///C:/Users/mail/Downloads/Mavesyn%20Ridware%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20Q%20Analysi
s.pdf 
 
The neighbourhood plan needs to consider some or all of the following aspects: 
 

1. History 
2. Current situation 
3. Local issues 
4. Long term vision – to 2040 
5. Infrastructure 

file:///C:/Users/mail/Downloads/Mavesyn%20Ridware%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20Q%20Analysis.pdf
file:///C:/Users/mail/Downloads/Mavesyn%20Ridware%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20Q%20Analysis.pdf


6. Flood risk 
7. Biodiversity 
8. Housing 
9. Employment 
10. Heritage 
11. Climate change 
12. Flooding 
13. Design – appearance of any future development 

 
Extraction of sand and gravel should also be considered because there are considerable reserves in 
the Parish and some of these have already been requisitioned by HS2. 
 
The plan does not need to allocate land for development or develop specifications for any 
development but can do so if desired. 
 
Action: 
Members to consider the topics above and consider if they would like to lead on any of the topics. 
 
Professional Support and Funding 
 
Funding is available to help develop the plan., This must be applied for by the Parish Council, who 
will handle any funds and make any payments. The Steering Committee will not need any financial 
management arrangements such as a bank account. 
 
The Parish Council will submit an Expression of Interest for funding, which will give access to the 
application process for funding. 
Funding available is currently as follows: 
Up to £10 000 to cover costs of development of the plan. Note that this can only be used for future 
expenditure and cannot be used to cover expenditure that has already been committed. 
Up to £8 000 for technical services including planning. This is not paid as cash but provided by 
Locality in the form of services of technical expertise. 
There are no funds available from the Parish Council. 
 
Funding can be used for costs such as venue bookings, preparation and printing of information, 
publicity, professional assistance, administration costs etc. 
 
Three consultancies were mentioned: 
Urban Vision, who are based in Leek and have helped develop several local plans. 
Clive Keble, who is a local individual. 
Urban Imprint, who have helped develop plans for several local locations in East Staffordshire. 
 
It was requested that some specimen neighbourhood plans are obtained as examples of ‘made’ 
plans and the work done by the consultancies noted above. 
 
The selection and appointment of professional help will be considered at a future meeting once the 
type of plan and assistance has been agreed.  
 
Action: 
Neil Cox to submit an Expression of Interest for funding. 
Neil Cox to obtain specimen copies of local completed and approved plans. 
Nigel Shepperson to add consideration of professional help to future agendas. 



 
Operational Issues 
 
It was agreed that communication would be via personal emails. A central email or repository for 
documents was not considered necessary, although these could be set up later for issues such as 
public response. All members confirmed they had adequate access to the internet. 
 
The members gave permission for their contact details to be circulated within the committee. 
 
Neil Cox  Redacted    Redacted  
Charles Moore  Redacted    Redacted 
Kevin Pratt  Redacted    Redacted 
Nigel Shepperson Redacted    Redacted  
Roger Street  Redacted    Redacted 
Richard Yates  Redacted    Redacted  
 
Meetings will usually be held on the second Monday of the month, which will fall before each Parish 
Council meeting, which is usually held on the third Thursday of each month. 
 
Meetings in the first instance will be held at the bowls club premises and will start at 19:30. 
Contact for the Bowls club is Roger Street. Although other venues may be used. 
 
Further Information 
 
Various reports and links to Lichfield District Council Policies as well as links to other documents will 
be assembled and circulated by Neil Cox. 
 
Action: 
Neil Cox to circulate relevant documents or links to the documents. 
 
Date of next meeting 
 
Monday 13th June at 19:30 
Venue: Hill Ridware Bowls Club 
 
The meeting closed at 21:05. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


