
 

 

` MAVESYN RIDWARE PARISH COUNCIL 

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

THURSDAY 21st APRIL 

MINUTES 

 

Present: Cllr Jones (Chair), Cllr Birchall, Cllr N Cox, Cllr Lowries, Cllr Moore, Cllr Stockdale and Cllr 

Vernon plus County Councillor Cllr R Cox 

 

There was supposed to be a fifteen minute presentation by Liz Davis of HS2 but this was cancelled 

due to illness 

 

Public Participation: 10 members of the public were present but no-one spoke at this time 

 

22/88 To receive apologies: apologies had been received from Ward Councillor S. Barnett 

22/89 To receive Declarations of Interest: There were no Declarations of Interest 

22/90 To consider Requests for Dispensations under the Localism Act 2011: There were no 

requests 

22/91 To consider and agree the minutes of the ordinary meeting of the council on 17.3.22 and 

of the extraordinary meeting on 14.4.22: It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes from 

17.3.22. PROPOSED by Cllr N Cox. Seconded by Cllr Jones. It was RESOLVED to accept the 

minutes from 14.4.22. PROPOSED by Cllr N Cox. SECONDED by Cllr Birchall 

22/92 To note the Clerk’s Report: The Clerk’s Report was noted at the appropriate times 

throughout the agenda 

22/93 To consider an update by a Ward Councillor: No Ward Councillor was present 

22/94 To consider an update by a County Councillor: Cllr R Cox said that he was in possession of a 

Community Fund that local organisations could apply to. The closing date is 31.10.22. Last 

year this fund donated money for the “Cars in the Park” event in Lichfield. Parish councils 

can apply but they have to match fund their project. Organisations can apply but they have 

to have a bank account in order to receive the monies and LDC will be looking closely at the 

organisation’s governance procedures. He is particularly interested in projects which help 

people to: 

• Look after themselves 

• Look after those around us 



 

 

• Look after children to give them the best start in life 

• Look after the places where we live 

Cllr Cox also said that it is recognised that there are problems with SCC Highways and there will 

be new ways of doing things in the future.  

22/95 To discuss a resident’s concerns about the flooding issue on Church Lane towards Bank 

Farm: The Clerk said that the council had received two separate letters about this issue. It was 

agreed that there should be a site visit to look at the problems which also need to be raised with 

Highways. (Highways has now been contacted and photos uploaded of the excess of mud and large 

pot holes.) The resident concerned had said that “any rainfall onto this site is soaking through the 

surrounding ground into a certain part of Church Lane due to there being no rainwater soakaways 

specified when planning permission was granted on this development (the developments at Bank 

Farm). One Cllr made the point that this was originally a country lane and now there is a lot more 

heavy traffic. Cllr N Cox said that he would look into whether the developments at Bank Farm had 

conditions imposed regarding soakaways.  

22/96 To consider the verge along Uttoxeter Road near Sandford Close: Cllr N Cox gave an 

overview of the situation. The problematic cherry trees at the back of the verge (they are 

problematic because they are very near to a resident’s property which has solar panels on it. These 

panels are not creating very much electricity at the moment) do not have TPO’s on them. This verge 

is the responsibility of SCC Highways – not the parish council. Highways only tends to deal with trees 

on a grass verge which are causing a problem.  

Standing Orders were suspended at 8.09 p.m. to allow the property-owner to speak 

The owner of the afore-mentioned property spoke. He said that when he was applying to add solar 

panels to his garage  he spoke to a LDC arboriculturalist  who said that the trees form part of his 

property boundary but they do not have  TPO’s on them. He has done some cutting back of 

vegetation but he has not touched the cherry trees. He paid a lot of money to have the solar panels 

fitted. Now the cherry tree trunks are quite thick and he would like them taken down by about 7 

feet. Most of the time they look awful”. 

Cllr R Cox advised the property owner to report the problem using the “My Staffs App”. The problem 

will be investigated but more than likely the report will come back that “no further action is 

required”. At that point Cllr R Cox said that the property owner should then contact him requesting a 

deeper investigation.  

22/97 To consider who will represent MRPC at the first meeting of the Lichfield Rural West 

Division Parish Forum on Monday 25th April at 7.00 p.m.: it was agreed that the Chairman should 

attend the first meeting 

22/98 To consider taking a resolution to support the following statement which can be found in 

the village youth clubs’ Constitution: 

 “The Constitution of the youth club states that if the youth club folds or ceases to run, 

 then any remaining funds, after all debts are paid, will be given to Mavesyn Ridware 



 

 

Parish Council to be held until such time that a new club is reinstated with a Constitution, 

a bank account, insurance and registration with a local authority. Upon the production 

of these documents, the parish council will release the funds without delay” 

It was RESOLVED to take a resolution to support this statement. PROPOSED by Cllr N Cox. SECONDED 

by Cllr Stockdale.  

22/99 To consider planning application 22/00583/FUH – 131 Uttoxeter Road. The request is for 

one two-storey extension and for one one-storey extension and associated works: One Cllr said 

that the two-storey extension goes right up to the highways boundary and could be quite intrusive. 

This is not a conservation area. It was decided to make “no comment”  

22/100 To consider planning application 22/00268/LBC (Listed Building Consent) at the Old 

Rectory, Church Lane. The request is for Works to a listed building to enable the conversion of a 

barn for domestic use which will be associated with the main building: it was thought that this is an 

application which pays due regard to the fabric of the building. This proposal will give this building a 

new lease of life and is a sensitive development. It was decided to say “No objections” 

22/101 To consider the idea of constructing a charter to be given to the church and village hall at 

Hill Ridware to express the Parish Council’s commitment to giving money, goods or services every 

year whenever possible:  it was considered that in view of item 22/105, that any discussion 

regarding a Charter was premature 

22/102 To confirm arrangements for the Annual Community Meeting including the funding of any 

refreshments served: It was agreed that the Clerk could use the sum of £212 which was left over 

from this year’s precept to fund the refreshments. The hall has been booked from 6.00 p.m. 

onwards. Refreshments will be served at 7.00 p.m. and the meeting will start at 7.30 p.m.   

22/103 To discuss the best way of accommodating the village hall trustees’ wish to prevent weed 

growth at the playground: it was agreed that a trench should be dug around the perimeter of the 

playground and a weed suppressant membrane should be fitted. The Clerk to obtain a quote for this 

work 

22/104 To consider the quotes which have come in to carry out playground repairs: The quotes 

which the council would like to take up are as follows: 

£150 to cut the hedge back at the side of the playground, including the removal of cuttings 

£65 to supply and install two drop bolts and sheaths on the gates 

£30 per inspection for a monthly operational inspection by a ROSPA qualified person at a cost of 

£360 per year  

N.B. It was established that all monies for the above-mentioned jobs should come out of the 

earmarked reserved named “The Playground Reserve”. However, the Clerk should check if any 106 

monies could be used for this purpose. 



 

 

22/105 To consider taking a resolution to instruct a solicitor to help the parish council understand 

all of the options available and their implications concerning regulating the relationship between 

the parish council and the village hall trustees in relation to the responsibilities and liabilities 

associated with the village hall, the garage and the playground: At this point it was suggested by 

two Cllrs that both the trustees and the parish council should put in joint instructions. After a long 

discussion it was  RESOLVED that joint instructions should go to a solicitor once the pc/vh working 

party has come to a conclusion as to what those instructions should be. PROPOSED by Cllr N Cox. 

SECONDED by Cllr Lowries  

N.B. Standing Orders were suspended at 8.51 p.m. to allow this discussion to take place between the 

parish council and two village hall trustees who were present.  

22/106 To consider the final version of the new allotments tenancy agreement and to consider if 

the agreement should be given to all plot holders: Everyone seemed to like the new agreement 

including a representative from the allotments. The Clerk and the Chair had had a meeting with plot 

holders the previous week. One Councillor was unhappy about the fact that if the tenancy 

agreement was adhered to concerning the permissible structures on the plots, the original covenant 

would be broken because it says that no structures are permitted without the permission of the 

transferrer.  The Clerk to contact the company that transferred the land to see if this covenant could 

be lifted.  

Also the fate of plot 2b which is vacant at the moment was discussed, The WI would like to take it 

over and use it for educational purposes. It was agreed that no rent would be charged under these 

circumstances.  

22/107 To note the correspondence which has come in: 

1. A letter had come in about the mud on Church Lane. This had already been discussed but it 

was decided additionally that the Clerk should write to Tom Toey, Environmental Officer at 

LDC about the problem. 

2. Another letter was read out concerning the disappearance of Footpath 17. It was RESOLVED 

to ask Cllr Lowries to sort this out. PROPOSED by Cllr Stockdale. SECONDED by Cllr N Cox 

3. The Clerk said that she had had some last-minute requests from two councillors concerning 

certain issues and she needed to know if an extraordinary meeting should be convened to 

take a vote. The answer to all three questions raised, was “no”. The issues concerned the 

choice of prizes for the Jubilee competitions and how they would be funded and whether a 

resolution was required to send a response to the village hall trustees’ letter to MRPC 

22/108 To consider an update on the MRPC Neighbourhood Plan (NP): Cllr N Cox reported 

that we have received four applications from members of the public to join the NP Steering 

Group – ideally we need 6 or 7 people.  

22/109 To consider an update from the pc representative on the village hall committee: 

Cllr Moore said that the committee had received a grant io £500 from County Councillor R Cox’s 

Community Fund. The AGM is on Friday 13th May 

21/110 To consider updates from Councillors on allocated projects: Cllr Lowries suggested  

that we could take information on these projects to be “read” since the council has carried out a 



 

 

review of them recently. In addition Cllr Vernon spoke about the church land issue saying that no 

progress had been made. Cllr Stockdale mentioned that the parish signs had now arrived and 

would be installed by HS2 on receipt of the permits to dig from SCC. The permits are imminent. 

22/111  To note Financial Statement 6: the statement was noted 

22/112 To authorise the following payments: It was RESOLVED to authorise the payments. 

PROPOSED by Cllr N Cox. SECONDED by Cllr Stockdale (please see list of payments below) 

11/113 To note the date of the next parish council meeting: 

The Annual Meeting of the Council will be on 19.5.22 at 7.30 p.m. followed by an ordinary 

meeting of the council at 8.00 p.m. 

The Annual Meeting of the Community will be on Friday 20.5.22 at 7.30 p.m. in the village hall 

 

List of payments: 

£96.00    Renewal of Parish Online subscription £630.80       cost of two salaries for April 

£2,776.80 second tranche of payments for the 
parish signs 

£179.99       cost of new parish council       
printer and scanner 

£99.97    ink cartridges for the new printer £51.99          web site costs 

£30.00    cost of one councillor training course £327.00        tax on three months’ salaries 

£40.00    hire of hall at the school on 16.3.22  £27.16          Clerk’s expenses (7.20 petrol, 3.96 
postage and 16.00 Home Working allowance 

£75.00     cost of one councillor training course  

 

Action list: 

Person  
Responsible 

Task 

The Clerk Contact the owner of the property with the solar panels to confirm arrangements 
agreed 

The Clerk Send LDC Planning Department council decisions concerning 22/00583/FUH and 
22/00268/LBC 

The Clerk Contact the grounds maintenance contractor concerning the works to be carried 
out agreed at the pc meeting on 21.4.22 

The Clerk Check if any 106 monies can be used for the above-mentioned jobs 

The Clerk Contact Tom Tuey, Environmental Officer at LDC to see if anything can be done 
about the pot holes and mud on Church Lane 

Cllr Lowries Research the disappearance of Footpath 17 

Cllr Cox Research into whether the planning permissions granted for the developments at 
Bank Farm carried with them a condition that soakaways should be installed 

  

  

  



 

 

 


